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CHAP.    XXVI. 

The   princefs    continues    her    re- 
marks upon  private   life, 

Nr  EKAYAH  perceiving  her  bro- 
ther's attention  fixed,  proceeded 
in  her  narrative. 

cc  In  families,  where  there  is  or  is 
not  poverty,  there  is  commonly  dif- 
cord  :  if  a  kingdom  be,   as  Imlac  tells 

Vol.  II.  B  us, 
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us,  a  great  family,  a  family  likewife  is 
a  little  kingdom,  torn  with  factions  and 
expoftd  to  revolutions.  An  unpra&ifed 
obferver  experts  the  love  of  parents  and 
children  to  be  conftant  and  equal ;  but 
this  kindnefs  feldom  continues  beyond 
the  years  of  infancy  :  in  a  fhort  time  the 
children  become  rivals  to  their  parents. 
Benefits  are  allayed  by  reproaches,  and 
gratitude  debafed  by  envy. 

cc  Parents  and  children  feldom  a£l  in 
concert:  each  child  endeavours  to  ap- 
propriate the  efteem  or  fondnefs  of  the 
parents,  and  the  parents,  with  yet  lefs 
temptation,  betray  each  other  to  their 
children;  thus  fome  place  their  confidence 
in  the  father,  and  fome  in  the  mother, 
and,  by  degrees,  the  houfe  is  filled  with 
artifices  and  feuds. 

"  The 
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"  The  opinions  of  children  and  pa- 
rents, of  the  young  and  the  old,  are  na- 
turally oppofite,  by  the  contrary  effefts 
of  hope  and  defpondence,  of  expefta- 
tion  and  experience,  without  crime  or 
folly  on  either  fide.  The  colours  of  life 
in  youth  and  age  appear  different,  as  the 
face  of  nature  in  fpring  and  winter. 
And  how  can  children  credit  the  afler- 
tions  of  parents,  which  their  own  eyes 
fliow  them  to  be  falfe  ? 

cc  Few  parents  a6l  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  much  to  enforce  their  maxims  by  the 
credit  of  their  lives.  The  old  man  trufts 
wholly  to  flow  contrivance  and  gradual 
progreffion :  the  youth  expects  to  force 
his  way  by  genius,  vigour,  and  preci- 
pitance. The  old  man  pays  regard  to 
riches,  and  the  youth  reverences  virtue. 
B  2  The 
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The  old  man  deifies  prudence  :  the  youth 
commits  himfelf  to  magnanimity  and 
chance.  The  young  man,  who  intends 
no  ill,  believes  that  none  is  intended, 
and  therefore  a£ts  with  opennefs  and 
candour :  but  his  father,  having  dif- 
fered the  injuries  of  fraud,  is  impelled 
to  fufpedt,  and  too  often  allured  to  prac- 
tice it.  Age  looks  with  anger  on  the 
temerity  of  youth,  and  youth  with  con- 
tempt on  the  fcrupulofity  of  age.  Thus 
parents  and  children,  for  the  greateft 
part,  live  on  to  love  lefs  and  lefs : 
and,  if  thofe  whom  nature  has  thus 
clofely  united  are  the  torments  of  each 
other,  where  fhall  we  look  for  tender- 
nefs  and  confolation  ?  " 

ct  Surely,   faid  the  prince,   you  mull 
have  been  unfortunate  in  your  choice  of 

ac- 
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acquaintance  :  I  am  unwilling  to  believe, 
that  the  moft  tender  of  all  relations  is  thus 
impeded  in  its  effedts  by  natural  neceflity." 

cc  Domeftick  difcord,  anfwered  fhe, 
is  not  inevitably  and  fatally  neceffary ; 
but  yet  is  not  eafily  avoided.  We  fel- 
dom  fee  that  a  whole  family  is  virtuous  : 
the  good  and  evil  cannot  well  agree ;  and 
the  evil  can  yet  lefs  agree  with  one  ano- 
ther: even  the  virtuous  fall  fometimes 
to  variance,  when  their  virtues  are  of 
different  kinds,  and  tending  to  extremes. 
In  general,  thofe  parents  have  moft  re- 
verence who  moft  deferve  it :  for  he  that 
lives  well  cannot  be  defpifed. 

Many  other   evils  infeft  private  life. 

Some  are  the  flaves   of  fervants   whom 

they  have  trufted  with  their  affairs.    Some 

are  kept  in  continual  anxiety  to  the  ca- 

B  3  price 
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price  of  rich  relations*  whom  they  can- 
not pleafe,  and  dare  not  offend.  Some 
hufbands  are  imperious*  and  fome  wives 
perverfe  :  and,  as  it  is  always  more  eafy 
to  do  evil  than  good,  though  the  wif- 
dom  or  virtue  of  one  can  very  rarely 
make  many  happy,  the  folly  or  vice  of 
one  may  often  make  many  miferable." 

"  If  fuch  be  the  general  effedt  of  mar- 
riage, faid  the  prince,  I  fhall,  for  the 
future,  think  it  dangerous  to  connedt  my 
intereft  with  that  of  another,  left  I 
fhould  be  unhappy  by  my  partner's 
fault.55 

u  I  have  met,  faid  the  princefs,  with 
many  who  live  fingle  for  that  reafon ;  but 
I  never  found  that  their  prudence  ought 
to  raife  envy.     They  dream  away  their 

time 
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time  without  friendfhip,   without  fond- 
nefs,  and  are  driven  to  rid  themfelves  of 
the  day,  for  which  they  have  no  ufe,  by 
childifh  amufements,  or  vicious  delights. 
They  aft  as  beings  under  the  conftant 
fenfe  of  fome  known  inferiority,  that  fills 
their  minds   with    rancour,    and  their 
tongues  with  cenfure.     They  are  peevifh 
at  home,  and  malevolent  abroad  •,  and, 
as  the  out-laws  of  human  nature,  make  it 
their  bufinefs  and  their  pleafure  to  dif- 
turb  that  fociety  which  debars  them  from 
its  privileges.     To  live  without  feeling 
or  exciting  fympathy,  to  be  fortunate 
without  adding  to  the  felicity  of  others, 
or  afflifted  without  tailing  the  balm  of 
pity,  is  a  ftate  more  gloomy  than  foli- 
tude  :  it  is  not  retreat  but  exclufion  from 
mankind.     Marriage   has  many   pains, 
but  celibacy  has  no  pleafures." 

B  4  •*  What 
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"  What  then  is  tobedone?  faidRaflelasj 
the  more  we  enquire,  the  lefs  we  can  re- 
folve.  Surely  he  is  moft  likely  to  pleafe  him  - 
felf  that  has  no  other  inclination  to  regard/5 


CHAP.     XXVII. 

Difquiiition  upon  greatnefs. 

THE  converfation  had  a  fhort  paufe.' 
The  prince,  having  confidered 
his  filler's  obfervations,  told  her,  that 
fhe  had  furveyed  life  with  prejudice, 
and  fuppofed  mifery  where  fhe  did  not 
find  it.  "  Your  narrative,  fays  he, 
throws  yet  a  darker  gloom  upon  the 
profpe&s  of  futurity  :  the  predictions  of 
Imlac  were  but  faint  iketches  of  the  evils 
painted   by    Nekayah.     I    have    been 

lately 
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lately  convinced  that  quiet  is   not  the 

daughter  of  grandeur,    or   of  power  : 

that  her  prefence  is  not  to  be  bought  by 

wealth,   nor  enforced  by  conqueft.     It  is 

evident,  that  as  any  man  a6ts  in  a  wider 

compafs,  he  muft  be  more  expofed  to  op- 

pofition  from  enmity  or  mifcarriage  from 

chance  ;  whoever  has  many  to  pleafe  or  to 

govern,  muft  life  the  miniftry  of  many 

agents,  fome  of  whom  will  be  wicked, 

and  fome  ignorant;  by  fome  he  will  be 

milled,  and  by  others  betrayed.     If  he 

gratifies   one   he    will   offend    another : 

thofe  that  are  not  favoured  will  think 

themfelves  injured ;  and,    fince  favours 

can    be    conferred   but   upon   few,    the 

greater  number  will  be  always  difcon- 

tented." 

"  The 
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"  The  difcontent,  faid  the  princeft, 
which  is  thus  unreafbnable,  1  hope  that 
I  fhail  always  have  fpirit  to  defpife,  and 
you,  power  to  rqprefs." 

"  Difcontent,  anfwered  Raflelas,  will 
not  always  be  without  reafon  under  the 
moft  juft  or  vigilant  adminiftration  of 
publick  affairs.  None,  however  at- 
tentive, can  always  diicover  that  merit 
which  indigence  or  faftion  may  hap- 
pen to  obfcure  •,  and  none,  however 
powerful,  can  always  reward  it.  Yet, 
he  that  fees  inferiour  defert  advan- 
ced above  him,  will  naturally  impute 
that  preference  to  partiality  or  caprice  •, 
and,  indeed,  it  can  fcarcely  be  hoped 
that  any  man,  however  magnanimous 
by  nature,  or  exalted  by  condition, 
will    be    able    to    perfifl:    for   ever   in 

fixed 
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fixed  and  inexorable  juft ice  of  diftribu- 
tion  :  he  will  fometimes  indulge  his  own 
affeftions,  and  fometimes  thofe  of  his  fa- 
vourites ;  he  will  permit  fome  to  pleafe 
him  who  can  never  ferve  him  ;  he  will 
difcover  in  thofe  whom  he  loves  quali- 
ties which  in  reality  they  do  not  poflefs  ; 
and  to  thofe,  from  whom  he  receives 
pleafure,  he  will  in  his  turn  endeavour 
to  give  it.  Thus  will  recommendations 
fometimes  prevail  which  were  purchafed 
by  money,  or  by  the  more  deftruftive 
bribery  of  flattery  and  fervility." 

<c  He  that  has  much  to  do  will  do 
fomething  wrong,  and  of  that  wrong 
muft  fuffer  the  confequences  •,  and,  if 
it  were  poffible  that  he  fhould  always  aft 
rightly,  yet  when  fuch  numbers  are  to 
judge  of  his  conduft,  the  bad  will  cen- 

fure 
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fure  and  obftrudt  him  by  malevolence, 

and  the  good  fometimes  by  miftake. 

"  The  higheft  ftations  cannot  therefore 
hope  to  be  the  abodes  of  happinefs, 
which  I  would  willingly  believe  to  have 
fled  from  thrones  and  palaces  to  feats 
of  humble  privacy  and  placid  obfcu- 
rity.  For  what  can  hinder  the  fatif- 
faftion,  or  intercept  the  expectations,  of , 
him  whofe  abilities  are  adequate  to  his 
employments,  who  fees  with  his  own 
eyes  the  whole  circuit  of  his  influence, 
who  choofes  by  his  own  knowledge  all 
whom  he  trulls,  and  whom  none  are 
tempted  to  deceive  by  hope  or  fear  ? 
Surely  he  has  nothing  to  do  but  to  love 
and  to  be  loved,  to  be  virtuous  and  to 
be  happy." 

"  Whe- 


A  BIS  SI  NI  A.  i3 

u  Whether  perfeft  happinefs  would 
be  procured  by  perfect  goodnefs,  faid 
Nekayah,  this  world  will  never  afford 
an  opportunity  of  deciding.  But  this, 
at  leaft,  may  be  maintained,  that  we  do 
not  always  find  vifible  happinefs  in  pro- 
portion to  vifible  virtue.  All  natural 
and  almoft  all  political  evils,  are 
incident  alike  to  the  bad  and  good : 
they  are  confounded  in  the  mifery  of  a 
famine,  and  not  much  diflinguifhed  in 
the  fury  of  a  fadtion  ;  they  fink  together 
in  a  tempeft,  and  are  driven,  together 
from  their  country  by  invaders.  All  that 
virtue  can  afford  is  quietnefs  of  con- 
fcience,  a  fteady  profpeft  of  a  happier 
ftate  ;  this  may  enable  us  to  endure  ca- 
lamity with  patience ;  but  remember  that 
patience  mult  fuppofe  pain." 

C  H  A  P. 
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CHAP.      XXVIII. 

RafTelas   and   Nekayah   continue 
their  converfation. 

ctT\EAR  princefs,  faid  RafTelas, 
JL^  you  fall  into  the  common  er- 
rours  of  exaggeratory  declamation,  by 
producing,  in  a  familiar  difquifition,  ex- 
amples of  national  calamities,  and  fcenes 
of  extensive  mifery,  which  are  found 
in  books  rather  than  in  the  world,  and 
which,  as  they  are  horrid,  are  ordained 
to  be  rare.  Let  us  not  imagine  evils 
which  we  do  not  feel,  nor  injure  life  by 
mifreprefentations.  I  cannot  bear  that 
querelous  eloquence  which  threatens 
every  city  with  a  fiege  like  that  of  Jeru- 
i  falem, 
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falem,  that  makes  famine  attend  on  every 
Right  of  locufts,  and  fufpends  peftilence 
on  the  wing  of  every  blaft  tliat  iffues 
from  the  fouth. 

"  On  necefiary  and  inevitable  evils, 
which  overwhelm  kingdoms  at  once,  all 
difputation  is  vain  :  when  they  happen 
they  muft  be  endured.  But  ir  is  evident, 
that  thefe  burfts  of  univerfal  diftrefs  are 
more  dreaded  than  felt :  thoufands  and 
ten  thoufands  flouriih  in  youth,  and  wi- 
ther in  age,  without  the  knowledge  of 
any  other  than  domeftick  evils,  and 
Ihare  the  fame  pleafures  and  vexations 
whether  their  kings  are  mild  or  cruel, 
whether  the  armies  of  their  country  per- 
fue  their  enemies,  or  retreat  before  them. 
While  courts  are  difturbed  with  inteftine 
competitions,  and  ambafTadours  are  ne- 
gotiating 
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gotiating  in  foreign  countries,  th$  fmith 
ftill  plies  his  anvil,  and  the  hufbandman 
drives  his  plow  forward  ;  the  neceflaries 
of  life  are  required  and  obtained,  and 
the  fucceffive  bufinefs  of  the  feafons 
continues  to  make  its  wonted  revolu- 
tions.3' 

"  Let  us  ceafe  to  confider  what,  per- 
haps, may  never  happen,  and  what, 
when  it  (hall  happen,  will  laugh  at  hu- 
man fpeculation.  We  will  not  endea- 
vour to  modify  the  motions  of  the  ele- 
ments, or  to  fix  the  deftiny  of  king- 
doms. It  is  our  bufinefs  to  confider  what 
beings  like  us  may  perform  ;  each  la- 
bouring for  his  own  happinefs,  by  pro- 
moting within  his  circle,  however  nar- 
row, the  happinefs  of  others. 

"  Mar- 
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"  Marriage  is  evidently  the  dictate  of 
nature ;  men  and  women  were  made  to 
be  companions  of  each  other,  and  there- 
fore I  cannot  be  perfuaded  but  that  mar- 
riage is  one  of  the  means  of  happinefs." 

"  I  know  not,  jfaid  the  princefs,  whe- 
ther marriage  be  more  than  one  of  the 
innumerable  modes  of  human  mifery. 
When  I  fee  and  reckon  the  various 
forms  of  connubial  infelicity,  the  un- 
expected caufes  of  lading  difcord,  the 
diverfities  of  temper,  the  oppofitions  of 
opinion,  the  rude  collifions  of  contrary 
defire  where  both  are  urged  by  violent  im- 
pulfes,  the  obftinate  contefts  of  difagree- 
ing  virtues,  where  both  are  fupported 
by  confcioufhefs  of  good  intention,  I  am 
fometimes  difpofed  to  think  with  the  fe- 
verer  cafuifts  of  molt  nations,  that  mar- 

Vol.  IL  C  riage 
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riage  is  rather  permitted  than  approved, 
and  that  none,  but  by  the  inftigation  of 
a  paflion  too  much  indulged,  entangle 
themfelves  with  indiflbluble  compadts." 

"  You  feem  to  forget,  replied  Raflelas, 
that  you  hare,  even  now,  reprefented 
celibacy  as  lefs  happy  than  marriage. 
Both  conditions  may  be  bad,  but  they 
cannot  both  be  worfL  Thus  it  happens 
when  wrong  opinions  are  entertained, 
that  they  mutually  deftroy  each  other, 
and  leave  the  mind  open  to  truth." 

"  I  did  not  exped,  anfwered  the  prin- 
cefs,  to  hear  that  imputed  to  falfhood 
which  is  the  confequence  only  of  frailty. 
To  the  mind,  as  to  the  eye,  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  compare  with  exa&nefs  obje6h 
vaft  in  their  extent,  and  various  in  their 

parts. 
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parts.  Where  we  fee  or  conceive  the 
whole  at  once  we  readily  note  the  difcri- 
minations  and  decide  the  preference  :  but 
of  two  fyftems,  of  which  neither  can  be 
furveyed  by  any  human  being  in  its  full 
compafs  of  magnitude  and  multiplicity 
of  complication,  where  is  the  wonder, 
that  judging  of  the  whole  by  parts,  I 
am  affe6ted  by  one  or  the  other  as  ei- 
ther prefles  on  my  memory  or  fancy  ? 
We  differ  from  ourfelves  juft  as  we 
differ  from  each  other,  when  we  fee 
only  part  of  the  queftion,  as  in  the  mul- 
tifarious relations  of  politicks  and  mora- 
lity :  but  when  we  perceive  the  whole  at 
once,  as  in  numerical  computations,  all 
agree  in  one  judgment,  and  none  ever 
varies  his  opinion.'* 

C  %  "  Let 
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"  Let  us  not  add,  faid  the  prince,  to 
the  other  evils  of  life,  the  bitternefs  of 
controverfy,  nor  endeavour  to  vie  with 
each  other  in  fubtilties  of  argument. 
We  are  employed  in  a  fearch,  of  which 
both  are  equally  to  enjoy  the  fuccefs,  or 
fuffer  by  the  mifcarriage.  It  is  there- 
fore fit  that  we  affift  each  other.  You 
lurely  conclude  too  haftily  from  the  in- 
felicity of  marriage  againft  its  inftitu- 
tion.  Will  not  the  mifery  of  life  prove 
equally  that  life  cannot  be  the  gift  of 
heaven  ?  The  world  mull  be  peopled  by 
marriage,  or  peopled  without  it." 

"  How  the  world  is  to  be  peopled, 
returned  Nekayah,  is  not  my  care,  and 
needs  not  be  yours.  I  fee  no  danger  that 
the  prefent  generation  (hould  omit  to 
leave  fuccefibrs  behind  them  :  we  are  not 

now 
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now  enquiring  for  the  world,  but  for 
ourfelves." 


CHAP,     XXVIII. 

The  debate  on  marriage  continued. 

u  rp  H  E  good  of  the  whole,  fays 
X  Raflelas,  is  the  fame  with  the 
good  of  all  its  parts.  If  marriage  be 
beft  for  mankind  it  muft  be  evidently 
bed  for  individuals,  or  a  permanent  and 
necefiary  duty  muft  be  the  caufe  of 
evil,  and  fome  muft  be  inevitably  facri- 
ficed  to  the  convenience  of  others.  In 
the  eftimate  which  you  have  made  of  the 
two  dates,  it  appears  that  the  incom- 
modities  of  a  fmgle  life  are,  in  a  great 
C  3  mea- 
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meafure,  neceflary  and  certain,  butthofe 
of  the  conjugal  ftate  accidental  and  avoid- 
able. 

"  I  cannot  forbear  to  flatter  myfelf 
that  prudence  and  benevolence  will  make 
marriage  happy.  Thegeneral  folly  of  man- 
kind is  the  caufe  of  general  complaint. 
What  can  be  expedted  but  difappoint- 
ment  and  repentance  from  a  choice  made 
in  the  immaturity  of  youth,  in  the  ar- 
dour of  defire,  without  judgment,  with- 
out forefight,  without  enquiry  after 
conformity  of  opinions,  fimilarity  of 
manners,  re&itude  of  judgment,  or  pu- 
rity of  fentiment. 

<c  Such  is  the  common  procefs  of  mar- 
riage.    A   youth  and  maiden   meeting 
by  chance,  or  brought  together  by  ar- 
tifice, exchange  glances,  reciprocate  civi- 
lities, 
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lities,  go  home,  and  dream  of  one  another. 
Having  little  to  divert  attention,  or  di- 
verfify  thought,  they  find  themfelves  un- 
eafy  when  they  are  apart,  and  therefore 
conclude  that  they  fhall  be  happy  toge- 
ther. They  marry,  and  difcqver  what 
nothing  but  voluntary  blindnefs  had  be- 
fore concealed  ;  they  wear  out  life  in  al- 
tercations, and  charge  nature  with  cruel- 
ty- 

"  From  thofe  early  marriages  pro- 
ceeds like  wife  the  rivalry  of  parents  and 
children  :  the  fori  is  eager  to  enjoy  the 
world  before  the  father  is  willing  to  for- 
fake  it,  and  there  is  hardly  room  at  once 
for  two  generations.  The  daughter  be- 
gins to  bloom  before  the  mother  can  be 
content  to  fade,  and  neither  can  forbear 
to  wifh  for  the  abfence  of  the  other. 

C  4  "  Surely 
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M  Surely  all  thefe  evils  may  be  avoids 
ed  by  that  deliberation  and  delay  which 
prudence  prefcribes  to  irrevocable  choice. 
In  the  variety  and  jollity  of  youthful 
ple^fures  life  may  be  well  enough  fup- 
ported  without  the  help  of  a  partner. 
Longer  time  will  increafe  experience,  and 
wider  views  will  allow  better  opportu- 
nities of  enquiry  and  feledlion  :  one  ad- 
vantage, at  leaft,  will  be  certain ;  the 
parents  will  be  vifibly  older  than  their 
children." 

<c  What  reafon  cannot  colled,  faid 
Nekayah,  and  what  experiment  has  not 
yet  taught,  can  be  known  only  from  the 
report  of  others.  I  have  been  told  that 
late  marriages  are  not  eminently  happy. 
This  is  a  queftion  too  important  to  be 
negledted,  and  I  have  often  propofed  it  to 

thofea 
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thofe,  whofe  accuracy  of  remark,  and  com- 
prehenfivenefs  of  knowledge,  made  their 
fuffrages  worthy  of  regard.  They  have 
generally  determined,  that  it  is  danger- 
ous for  a  man  and  woman  to  fufpend 
their  fate  upon  each  other,  at  a  time 
when  opinions  are  fixed,  and  habits  are 
eftablifhed  ;  when  friendfhips  have  been 
contrafted  on  both  fides,  when  life  has 
been  planned  into  method,  and  the  mind 
has  long  enjoyed  the  contemplation  of 
its  own  profpefls. 

"It  is  fcarcely  poflible  that  two  tra- 
velling through  the  world  under  the 
conduit  of  chance,  fhould  have  been 
both  directed  to  the  fame  path,  and  it 
will  not  often  happen  that  either  will 
quit  the  track  which  cuftom  has  made 
pleafing.      When  the    defultory   levity 

of 
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of  youth  has  fettled  into  regularity,  it  is 
foon  fucceeded  by  pride  afhamed  to  yield, 
or  obftinacy  delighting  to  contend. 
And  even  though  mutual  efteem  pro- 
duces mutual  defire  to  pleafe,  time  itfelf, 
as  it  modifies  unchangeably  the  external 
mien,  determines  likewife  the  diredtion 
of  the  paffions,  and  gives  an  inflexible 
rigidity  to  the  manners.  Long  cuftoms 
are  not  eafily  broken  :  he  that  attempts 
to  change  the  courfe  of  his  own  life, 
very  often  labours  in  vain  ;  and  how 
fhall  we  do  that  for  others  which  we  are 
feldom  able  to  do  for  ourfelves  ?  " 

M  But  furely,  interpofed  the  prince, 
you  fuppofe  the  chief  motive  of  choice 
forgotten  or  neglefted.  Whenever  I 
fhall  feek  a  wife,   it  fhall  be  my  firft 

quef- 


ABISSINI  A.  27 

queftion,  whether  fhe  be  willing  to  be 
led  by  reafon  ?  " 

"  Thus  it  is,  faid  Nekayah,  that  phi- 
lofophers  are  deceived.  There  are  a 
thoufand  familiar  difputes  which  reafon 
never  can  decide  ;  queftions  that  elude 
inveftigation,  and  make  logick  ridi- 
culous ;  cafes  where  fomething  muft  be 
done,  and  where  little  can  be  faid.  Con- 
fider  the  ftate  of  mankind,  and  enquire 
how  few  can  be  fuppofed  to  a£t  upon  any 
occafions,  whether  fmall  or  great,  with 
all  the  reafons  of  adtion  prefent  to  their 
minds.  Wretched  would  be  the  pair 
above  all  names  of  wretchednefs,  who 
ihould  be  doomed  to  adjuft  by  reafon 
every  morning  all  the  minute  detail  of  %. 
domeftick  day. 

«  Tfcofe 
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cc  Thofe  who  marry  at  an  advanced 
age,  will  probably  efcape  the  encroach- 
ments of  their  children ;  but,  in  dimi- 
nution of  this  advantage,  they  will  be 
likely  to  leave  them,  ignorant  and  help- 
lefs,  to  a  guardian's  mercy :  or,  if  that 
fhould  not  happen,  they  muft  at  lead 
go  out  of  the  world  before  they  fee  thofe 
whom  they  love  beft  either  wife  or  great. 

cc  From  their  children,  if  they  have 
lefs  to  fear,  they  have  lefs  alfo  to  hope, 
and  they  lofe,  without  equivalent,  the 
joys  of  early  love,  and  the  convenience 
of  uniting  with  manners  pliant,  and 
minds  fufceptible  of  new  impreflions, 
which  might  wear  away  their  dillimilitudes 
by  long  cohabitation,  as  foft  bodies,  by 
continual  attrition,  conform  their  furfaces 
to  each  other. 

"I 
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cc  I  believe  it  will  be  found  that  thofe 
who  marry  late  are  beft  pleafed  with  their 
children,  and  thofe  who  marry  early  with 
their  partners." 

"  The  union  of  thefe  two  affe&ions, 
faidRaffelas,  would  produce  all  that  could 
be  wifhed.  Perhaps  there  is  a  time  when 
marriage  might  unite  them,  a  time  neither 
*oo  early  for  the  father,  nor  too  late  for 
the  hufband." 

"  Every  hour,  anfwered  the  princefs, 
confirms  my  prejudice  in  favour  of  the 
pofition  fo  often  uttered  by  the  mouth  of 
Imlac,  c  That  nature  fets  her  gifts  on  the 
right  hand  and  on  the  left/  Thofe  con- 
ditions, which  flatter  hope  and  attract  de- 
fire,  are  fo  conftituted,  that,  as  we  ap- 
proach one,    we  recede  from   another. 

There 
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There  are  goods  fo  oppofed  that  we  can- 
not feize  both,  but,  by  too  much  pru- 
dence, may  pafs  between  them  at  too 
great  a  diftance  to  reach  either.  This  is 
often  the  fate  of  long  confideration ;  he 
does  nothing  who  endeavours  to  do  more 
than  is  allowed  to  humanity.  Flatter 
not  yourfelf  with  contrarieties  of  pleafure. 
Of  the  bleflings  fet  before  you  make 
your  choice,  and  be  content.  No  man 
can  tafte  the  fruits  of  autumn  while  he  is 
delighting  his  fcent  with  the  flowers  of  the 
fpring:  no  man  can,  at' the  fame  time, 
fill  his  cup  from  the  fource  and  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Nile." 


CHAP- 
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CHAP.    XXIX. 

Imlac  enters,   and   changes  the 
converfation. 

HERE  Imlac  entered,  and  inter- 
rupted them.  His  look  was 
clouded  with  thought.  "  Imlac,  faid 
Rafielas,  I  have  been  taking  from  the 
princefs  the  difmal  hiftory  of  private 
life,  and  am  almoft  difcouraged  from 
further  fearch." 

"  It  feems  to  me,  faid  Imlac,  that 
while  you  are  making  the  choice  of  life, 
you  negleft  to  live.  You  wander  about 
a  fingle  city,  which,  however  large  arid 

di- 
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diverfified,  can  now  afford  few  novel- 
ties, and  forget  that  you  are  in  a  coun* 
try,  famous  among  the  earlieft  monar- 
chies for  the  power  and  wifdOm  of  its 
inhabitants ;  a  country  where  the  fci- 
ences  firft  dawned  that  illuminate  [the 
world,  and  beyond  which  the  arts  can- 
not be  traced  of  civil  fociety  or  domef- 
tick  life. 

"  The  old  Egyptians  have  left  behind 
them  monuments  of  induftry  and  power 
before  which  all  European  magnificence  is 
confefled  to  fade  away.  The  ruins  of 
their  architecture  are  the  fchools  of  mo- 
dern builders,  and  from  the  wonders 
which  time  has  fpared  we  may  conjec- 
ture, though  uncertainly,  what  it  has 
deftroyed." 

"My 
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"  My  curiofity,  faid  Rafielas,  does 
not  very  ftrongly  lead  me  to  furvey  piles 
of  ftone,  or  mounds  of  earth;  my  bu- 
finefs  is  with  man.  I  came  hither  not  to 
meafure  fragments  of  temples,  or  trace 
choaked  aquedu&s,  but  to  look  upon 
the  various  fcenes  of  the  prefent  world. " 

"  The  things  that  are  now  before  us,  faid 
the  princefs,  neceflarily  require  attention, 
and  fufficiently  deferve  it.  What  have 
I  to  do  with  the  heroes  or  the  monu- 
ments of  ancient  times  ?  with  times  which 
never  can  return,  and  heroes,  whofe 
form  of  life  was  different  from  all  that 
the  prefent  condition  of  mankind  re- 
quires or  allows. " 

"  To  know  any  thing,  returned  the 
poet,  we  muft  know  its  effefts  ^  to  fee 
men   we  muft  fee  their  works,  that  we 

Vol.  II.  D  may 
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may  learn  what  reafon  has  di&ated,  or 
pafiion  has  incited,  and  find  what  are 
the  moft  powerful  motives  of  action.  To 
judge  rightly  of  the  prefent  we  muft 
oppofe  it  to  rfte  paft-,  for  all  judg- 
ment is  comparative,  and  of  the  future 
nothing  can  be  known.  The  truth  is, 
that  no  mind  is  much  employed  upon 
the  prefent :  recolledlion  and  anticipation 
fill  up  almofl  all  our  moments.  Our 
paffions  are  joy  and  grief,  love  and  ha- 
tred, hope  and  fear.  Of  joy  and  grief 
the  patt  is  the  objedt,  and  the  future  of 
hope  and  fear  ;  even  love  and  hatred  re- 
fpeft  the  pad,  for  the  caufe  muft  have 
been  before  the  effeft. 

<4  The  prefent  ftate  of  things  is  the 
confequence  of  the  former,  and  it  is 
natural  to  inquire  what  were  the  fources 

of 


ABISSINI  A.  35 

of  the  good  that  we  enjoy,  or  of  the  evil 
that  we  fuffer.  If  we  aft  only  for  our- 
felves,  to  negleft  the  ftudy  of  hiftory 
is  not  prudent :  if  we  are  entrufted  with 
the  care  of  others,  it  iPiiotjufL  Ig- 
norance, when  it  is  voluntary,  is  crimi- 
nal; and  he  may  properly  be  charged  with 
evil  who  refufed  to  learn  how  he  might 
prevent  it. 

"  There  is  no  part  of  hiftory  fo  gene- 
rally ufeful  as  that  which  relates  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  human  mind,  the  gradual 
improvement  of  reafon,  the  fucceffive 
advances  of  fcience,  the  viciffitudes  of 
learning  and  ignorance,  which  are  the  light 
and  darknefs  of  thinking  beings,  the  ex- 
tinction and  refufcitation  of  arts,  and  all 
the  revolutions  of  the  intelleftual  world. 
If  accounts  of  battles  and  invafions  are 
D  2  pe- 
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peculiarly  the  bufinefs  of  princes,  the 
ufeful  or  elegant  arts  are  not  to  be  ne- 
gle&ed ;  thofe  who  have  kingdoms  to 
govern  have  underftandings  to  cultivate. 

<c  Example  is  always  more  efficacious 
than  precept.  A  foldier  is  formed  in  war, 
and  a  painter  muft  copy  pidhires.  In 
this,  contemplative  life  has  the  advantage : 
great  adions  are  feldom  feen,  but  the 
labours  of  art  are  always  at  hand  for 
thofe  who  defire  to  know  what  art  has 
been  able  to  perform. 

<c  When  the  eye  or  the  imagination 
is  ftruck  with  any  uncommon  work 
the  next  tranfition  of  an  aftive  mind 
is  to  the  means  by  which  it  was  per- 
formed. Here  begins  the  true  ufe  of  fuch 
contemplation ;  we  enlarge  our  compre- 

henfion 
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henfion  by  new  ideas,  and  perhaps  recover 
fome  art  loft  to  mankind,  or  learn  what 
is  lefs  perfectly  known  in  our  own  coun- 
try. At  leaft  we  compare  our  own  with 
former  times,  and  either  rejoice  at  our 
improvements,  or,  what  is  the  firft  mo- 
tion towards  good,  difcover  our  defeats.5* 

ltI  am  willing,  faid  the  prince,  to 
fee  all  that  can  deferve  my  fearch." 
"  And  I,  faid  the  princefs,  fhall  rejoice 
to  learn  fomething  of  the  manners  of  an- 
tiquity.5' 

"  The  moft  pompous  monument  of 
Egyptian  greatnefs,  and  one  of  the  moft 
bulky  works  of  manual  induftry,  faid 
Imlac,  are  the  pyramids  ;  fabricks  raifed 
before  the  time  of  hiftory,  and  of  which 
the  earlieft  narratives  afford  us  only  un- 
D  3  certain 
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certain  traditions.  Of  thefe  the  greateft 
is  ft  ill  Handing,  very  little  injured  by 
time." 


"  Let  us  vifit  them  to  morrow,  faid 
Nekayah.  I  have  often  heard  of  the 
Pyramids,  and  fhall  not  reft,  till  I  have 
feen  them  within  and  without  with  my 


own  eyes 


3> 


CHAP.     XXX. 

They  vifit  the  Pyramids. 

THE  refolution  being  thus  taken, 
they  fet  out  the  next  day.  They  laid 
tents  upon  their  camels,  being  refolved 
to  flay  among  the  pyramids  till  their  cu- 
riofity    was  fully  fatisfied.     They  tra- 
velled 
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veiled  gently,  turned  afide  to  every  thing 
remarkable,  flopped  from  time  to  time 
and  converfed  with  the  inhabitants,  and 
obferved  the  various  appearances  of 
towns  ruined  and  inhabited,  of  wild  and 
cultivated  nature. 

"When  they  came  to  the  great  py- 
ramid they  were  aflonifhed  at  the  extent 
of  the  bafe,  and  the  height  of  the  top. 
Imlac  explained  to  them  the  principles 
upon  which  the  pyramidal  form  was 
chofen  for  a  fabrick  intended  to  co-ex- 
tend its  duration  with  that  of  the  world  : 
he  fliowed  that  its  gradual  diminution 
gave  it  fuch  {lability,  as  defeated  all 
the  common  attacks  of  the  elements,  and 
could  fcarcely  be  overthrown  by  earth- 
quakes themfelves,  the  lead  refiflible  of 
natural  violence.  A  concuffion  that 
D  4  fhould 
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ftouJd  ihatter  the  pyramid  would  threat- 
en  the  diflblution  of  the  continent. 

They  meafured  all  its  dimenfions,  and 
pitched  their  tents  at  its  foot.     Next  day 
they  prepared  to  enter  its  interiour  apart- 
ments, and   having  hired  the  common 
guides  climbed  up  to  the  firft  paflage, 
when  the  favourite  of  the  princefs,  look- 
ing into  the  cavity,    ftepped  back  and 
trembled.     "  Pekuah,  faid  the  princefs, 
of  what   art   thou  afraid  ? "     "  Of  the 
narrow  entrance,  anfwered  the  lady,  and 
of  the  dreadful  gloom.     I  dare  not  enter 
a  place  which  muft  furely  be  inhabited 
by  unquiet  fouls.     The  original  poffef- 
fors  of  thefe  dreadful  vaults  will  ftart  up 
before  us,  and,  perhaps,  (hut  us  up  for 
ever."     She  fpoke,  and  threw  her  arms 
round  the  neck  of  her  miftrefs. 

"If 
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"  If  all  your  fear  be  of  apparitions, 
faid  the  prince,  I  will  promife  you  fafety  : 
there  is  no  danger  from  the  dead ;  he 
that  is  once  buried  will  be  feen  no  more." 

"  That  the  dead-  are  feen  no  more, 
faid  Imlac,  I  will  not  undertake  to  main- 
tain againft  the  concurrent  and  unvaried 
teftimony  of  all  ages,  and  of  all  nations. 
There  is  no  people,  rude  or  learned, 
among  whom  apparitions  of  the  dead 
are  not  related  and  believed.  This  opi- 
nion, which,  perhaps,  prevails  as  far  as 
human  nature  is  diffufed,  could  become 
univerfal  only  by  its  truth  :  thofe,  that 
never  heard  of  one  another,  would  not 
have  agreed  in  a  tale  which  nothing  but 
experience  can  make  credible.  That 
it  is  doubted  by  fingle  cavillers  can 
Very  little  weaken  the  general  evi- 
dence, 
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dence,  and  fome  who  deny  it  with  their 
tongues  confcfs  it  by  their  fears. 

"  Yet  I  do  not  mean  to  add  new  ter- 
rours  to  thofe  which  have  already  feized 
upon  Pekuah.  There  can  be  no  reafon 
why  fpe&res  Ihould  haunt  the  pyramid 
more  than  other  places,  or  why  they 
fhould  have  power  or  will  to  hurt  inno- 
cence and  purity.  Our  entrance  is  no 
violation  of  their  privileges ;  we  can  take 
nothing  from  them,  how  then  can  we  of- 
fend them  ?  " 

46  My  dear  Pekuah,  faid  the  princeis, 
I  will  always  go  before  you,  and  Imlac 
fliall  follow  you.  Remember  that  you 
are  the  companion  of  the  princeis  of  A- 
triffinia." 

"If 
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"  If  the  princefs  is  pleafed  that  her 
fervant  fhould  die,  returned  the  lady, 
let  her  command  fome  death  lefs  dread- 
ful than  enclofure  in  this  horrid  cavern. 
You  know  I  dare  not  difobey  you  :  I 
muft  go  if  you  command  me;  but,  if  I 
once  enter,  I  never  (hall  come  back." 

"  The  princefs  faw  that  her  fear  was 
too  ftrong  for  expoftulation  or  reproof, 
and  embracing  her,  told  her  that  fhe 
fhould  flay  in  the  tent  till  their  return. 
Pekuah  was  yet  not  fatisfied,  but  en- 
treated the  princefs  not  to  perfue  fo 
dreadful  a  purpofe  as  that  of  entering  the 
recefles  of  the  pyramid.  "  Though  I 
cannot  teach  courage,  faid  Nekayah,  I 
muft  not  learn  cowardife ;  nor  leave 
at  laft  undone  what  I  came  hither  only  to 
do." 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.      XXXI. 

They   enter  the   Pyramid. 

PEKUAH  defcended  to  the  tents, 
and  the  reft  entered  the  pyramid  : 
they  pafled  through  the  galleries,  furvey- 
ed  the  vaults  of  marble,  and  examined 
the  cheft  in  which  the  body  of  the 
founder  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  repo- 
fited.  They  then  fat  down  in  one  of  the; 
mod  fpacious  chambers  to  reft  a  while 
before  they  attempted  to  return. 

cc  We  have  now,  faid  Imlac,  grati- 
fied our  minds  with  an  exadl  view  of  the 
greateft  work  of  man,  except  the  wall 
of  China. 

"Of 
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c<  Of  the  wall  it  is  very  eafy  to  affign 
the  motives.  It  fecured  a  wealthy  and  ti- 
morous nation  from  the  incurfions  of  Bar- 
barians, whofe  unfkilfulnefs  in  arts  made 
it  eafier  for  them  to  fupply  their  wants 
by  rapine  than  by  induftry,  and  who 
from  time  to  time  poured  in  upon  the 
habitations  of  peaceful  commerce,  as 
vultures  defcend  upon  domeftick  fowl. 
Their  celerity  and  fiercenefs  made  the 
wall  neceflary,  and  their  ignorance  made 
it  efficacious. 


cc  But  for  the  pyramids  no  reafbn  has 
ever  been  given  adequate  to  the  coft  and 
labour  of  the  work.  The  narrownefs  of 
the  chambers  proves  that  it  could  afford 
no  retreat  from  enemies,  and  treafures 
might  have  been  repofited  at  far  lefs  ex- 
pence  with  equal  fecurky.     It  feems  to 

have 
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have  been  ere&ed  only  in  compliantc 
with  that  hunger  of  imagination  which 
preys  inceffantly  upon  life,  and  muft  be 
always  appeafed  by  fome  employment. 
Thofe  who  have  already  all  that  they  can 
enjoy,  muft  enlarge  their  defires.  He 
that  has  built  for  ufe,  till  ufe'  is  (ap- 
plied, muft  begin  to  build  for  vanity, 
and  extend  his  plan  to  the  utmoft  power 
of  human  performance,  that  he  may  not 
be  foon  reduced  to  form  another  wifh. 

"  I  confider  this  mighty  ftrufture  as 
a  monument  of  the  infufficiency  of  hu- 
man enjoyments.  A  king,  whofe  power 
is  unlimited,  and  whofe  treafures  fur- 
mount  all  real  and  imaginary  wants,  is 
compelled  to  folace,  by  the  ereftion  of 
a  pyramid,  the  fatiety  of  dominion  and 
taftelcfnefs  of  pleafures,  and  to   amufc 

the 
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the  tedioufnefs  of  declining  life,  by  fee- 
ing thoufands  labouring  without  end, 
and  one  done,  for  no  purpofe,  laid  upon 
another.  Whoever  thou  art,  that,  not 
content  with  a  moderate  condition,  ima- 
gined happinefs  in  royal  magnificence, 
and  dreamed  that  command  or  riches  can* 
feed  the  appetite  of  novelty  with  fuccet 
five  gratifications,  furvey  the  pyramids* 
and  confefs  thy  folly ! " 


C  H  A  P.     XXXIL 

The  princefs  meets  with  an  unex- 
pected misfortune. 

THEY    rofe    up,    and    returned" 
through  the  cavity  at  which  they 
had  entered,  and  the  princefs  prepared 

for 

2, 
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for  her  favourite  a  long  narrative  of  dark 
labyrinths,  and  coftly  rooms,  and  of  the 
different  impreffions  which  the  varieties 
of  the  way  had  made  upon  her.  But, 
when  they  came  to  their  train,  they  found 
every  one  filent  and  dejafted  :  the  men 
difcovered  fhame  and  fear  in  their  coun- 
tenances, and  the  women  were  weeping 
in  the  tents. 

What  had  happened  they  did  not  try 
to  conjecture,  but  immediately  enquired. 
"  You  had  fcarcely  entered  into  the  py- 
ramid, faid  one  of  the  attendants,  when 
a  troop  of  Arabs  ruflied  upon  us  :  we 
were  too  few  to  refill  them,  and  too  flow 
to  efcape.  They  were  about  to  fearch 
the  tents,  fet  us  on  our  camels,  and  drive 
us  along  before  them,  when  the  approach 
of  fome  Turkifh    horfemen  put    them 

to 
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to  flight  •,  but  they  feized  the  lady  Pekuah 
with  her  two  maids,  and  carried  them 
away  :  the  Turks  are  now  perfuing  them 
by  our  inftigation,  but  I  fear  they  will 
not  be  able  to  overtake  them." 

The  princefs  was  overpowered  with 
furprife  and  grief.  Raflelas,  in  xhe  firft 
heat  of  his  refentment,  ordered  his 
fervants  to  follow  him,  and  prepared  to 
perfue  the  robbers  with  his  fabre  in  his 
hand.  "  Sir,  faid  Imlac,  what  can  you 
hope  from  violence  or  valour  ?  the  Arabs 
are  mounted  on  horfes  trained  to  battle 
and  retreat ;  we  have  only  beafts  of  bur- 
then. By  leaving  our  prefent  ftation  we 
may  lofe  the  princefs,  but  cannot  hope 
to  regain  Pekuah." 


WQV, 


Vol.  II.  E  In 
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In  a  fliort  time  the  Turks  returned* 
having  not  been  able  to  reach  the  ene- 
my. The  princefs  burft  out  into  new 
lamentations,  and  Raffelas  could  fcarcely 
forbear  to  reproach  them  with  cowardice ; 
but  Imlac  was  of  opinion,  that  the  efcape 
of  the  Arabs  was  no  addition  to  their 
misfortune,  for,  perhaps,  they  would 
have  killed  their  captives  rather  than, 
have  refigned  them. 


CHAP.     XXXIII. 

They   return  to   Cairo   without 
Pekuah. 

THERE  was  nothing  to  be  hoped 
from  longer  ftay.     They  returned 
to  Cairo   repenting  of   their  curiofity, 

cen- 
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cenfuring  the  negligence  of  the  govern- 
ment, lamenting  their  own  ralhnefs  which 
had  negle&ed  to  procure  a  guard,  ima- 
gining many  expedients  by  which  the  lofs 
of  Pekuah  might  have  been  prevented* 
and  refolving  to  do  fomething  for  her  re- 
covery, though  none  could  find  any 
thing  proper  to  be  done. 

Nekayah   retired    to    her    chamber, 
where  her  women  attempted  to  comfort 
her,   by  telling  her  that  all   had  their 
troubles,  and  that  lady  Pekuah  had  en- 
joyed much  happinefs  in  the  world  for  a 
long  time,  and  might  reafonably  expedt 
a  change  of  fortune.     They  hoped  that 
fome  good  would  befal  her  wherefoever 
fhe  was,  and  that  their  miftrefs  would  find 
another  friend   who  might  fupply  her 
place. 

E  2  The 
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The  princefs  made  them  no  anfwer, 
and  they  continued  the  form  of  condo- 
lence, not  much  grieved  in  their  hearts 
that  the  favourite  was  loft. 

Next  day  the  prince  prefented  to  the 
Baffa  a  memorial  of  the  wrong  which 
he  had  fuffered,  and  a  petition  for  re- 
drefs.  The  Baffa  threatened  to  punifh 
the  robbers,  but  did  not  attempt  to  catch 
them,  nor,  indeed,  could  any  account  or 
defcription  be  given  by  which  he  might 
diredl  the  perfuit. 

It  foon  appeared  that  nothing  would 
be  done  by  authority.  Governors,  be- 
ing accuftomed  to  hear  of  more  crimes 
than  they  can  punifh,  and  more  wron»s 
than  they  can  redrefs,  fet  themfelves  at 
eafe  by  indifcriminate   negligence,    and 

pre- 


A  B  I  S  S  I  N  I  A.  53 

prefently  forget  the  requeft  when  they 
lofe  fight  of  the  petitioner. 

Imlac  then  endeavoured  to  gain  fome 
intelligence  by  private  agents.  He 
found  many  who  pretended  to  an  exadt 
knowledge  of  all  the  haunts  of  the  A- 
rabs,  and  to  regular  correfpondence  with 
their  chiefs,  and  who  readily  undertook 
the  recovery  of  Pekuah.  Of  thefe,  fome 
were  furniflied  with  money  for  their  jour- 
ney, and  came  back  no  more  \  fome 
were  liberally  paid  for  accounts  which  a 
few  days  difcovered  to  be  falfe.  But  the 
princefs  would  not  fuffer  any  means, 
however  improbable,  to  be  left  untried. 
While  fhe  was  doing  fomething  fhe  kept 
her  hope  alive.  As  one  expedient  failed, 
another  was  fuggefted ;  when  one  mef- 
E  3  fenger 
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fenger  returned  unfuccefsful,  another  was 
defpatched  to  a  different  quarter. 

Two  months  had  now  paficd,  and  of 
Pekuah  nothing  had  been  heard  •,  the 
hopes  which  they  had  endeavoured  to 
raife  in  each  other  grew  more  languid, 
and  the  princefs,  when  fhe  faw  nothing 
more  to  be  tried,  funk  down  inconfola- 
ble  in  hopelefs  dejection.  A  thoufand 
times  fhe  reproached  herfelf  with  the 
eafy  compliance  by  which  fhe  permitted 
her  favourite  to  ftay  behind  her.  "  Had 
not  my  fondnefs,  faid  Ihe,  leffened  my 
authority,  Pekuah  had  not  dared  to  talk 
of  her  terrours.  She  ought  to  have 
feared  me  more  than  fpe&res.  A  fevere 
look  would  have  overpowered  her ;  a 
peremptory  command  would  have  com- 
pelled obedience.  Why  did  foolifh  in- 
dulgence 
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dulgence  prevail  upon  me  ?     Why  did  I 
not  fpeak  and  refufe  to  hear  ? " 

"  Great  princefs,  faid  Imlac,  do  not 
reproach  yourfelf  for  your  virtue,  or  con- 
fider  that  as  blameable  by  which  evil  has 
accidentally  been  caufed.  Your  tender- 
nefs  for  the  timidity  of  Pekuah  was  ge- 
nerous and  kind.  When  we  aft  accord- 
ing to  our  duty,  we  commit  the  event 
to  him  by  whofe  laws  our  aftions  are  go- 
verned, and  who  will  fuffer  none  to  be 
finally  punifhed  for  obedience.  When, 
in  profpecl  of  fome  good,  whether  na- 
tural or  moral,  we  break  the  rules  pre- 
fcribed  us,  we  withdraw  from  the  di- 
rection of  fuperiour  wifciom,  and  take 
all  confequences  upon  ourfelves.  Man 
cannot  fo  far  know  the  connexion 
of  caufes  and  events,  as  that  he  may 
E  4  venture 


56        The  PRINCE  of 

venture  to  do  wrong  in  order  to  do  right. 
When  we  perfue  our  end  by  lawful 
means,  we  may  always  confole  our  mif- 
carriage  by  the  hope  of  future  recom- 
penfe.  When  we  confult  only  our  own 
policy,  and  attempt  to  find  a  nearer 
way  to  good,  by  overleaping  the  fettled 
boundaries  of  right  and  wrong,  we  can- 
not be  happy  even  by  fuccefs,  becaufe 
we  cannot  efcape  the  confcioufnefs  of  our 
fault;  but,  ifwemifcarry,  the  difappoint- 
ment  is  irremediably  embittered.  How 
comfortlefs  is  the  forrow  of  him,  who 
feels  at  once  the  pangs  of  guilt,  and  the 
vexation  of  calamity  which  guilt  has 
brought  upon  him  ? 

"  Confider,  princefs,  what  would  have 
been  your  condition,  if  the  lady  Pe- 
kuah  had   intreated  to  accompany  you, 

and, 
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and,  being  compelled  to  flay  in  the 
tents,  had  been  carried  away  ;  or  how 
would  you  have  born  the  thought,  if  you 
had  forced  her  into  the  pyramid,  and 
fhe  had  died  before,  you  in  agonies  of 
terrour." 

"  Had  either  happened,  faidNekayah, 
I  could  not  have  endured  life  till  now  : 
I  fhould  have  been  tortured  to  madnefs 
by  the  remembrance  of  fuch  cruelty,  or 
muft  have  pined  away  in  abhorrence  of 
myfelf." 

"  This  at  Ieaft,  faid  Imlac,  is  the  pre- 
fent  reward  of  virtuous  condudt,  that 
no  unlucky  confequence  can  oblige  us  to 
repent  it." 

CHA  P. 


58        The  PRINCE  or 


CHAP.     XXXIV. 

The  princefs  continues  to  lament 
Pekuah. 

NEK  A  YAH,  being  thus  recon- 
ciled to  herfdf,  found  that  no 
evil  is  infupportable  but  that  which  is 
accompanied  with  confcioufnefs  of  wrong. 
She  was,  from  that  time,  delivered  from 
the  violence  of  tempeftuous  forrow,  and 
funk  into  filent  penfivenefs  and  gloomy 
tranquillity.  She  fat  from  morning  to 
evening  recolledting  all  that  had  been 
done  or  faid  by  her  Pekuah,  treafured 
up  with  care  every  trifle  on  which  Pekuah 
had  fet  an  accidental  value,  and  which 
might  recal  to  mind  any  little  incident 
4  or 
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or  carelefs  converfation.  The  fentiments 
of  her,  whom  fhe  now  expedted  to  fee  no 
more,  were  treafured  up  in  her  memory 
as  rules  of  life,  and  fhe  deliberated  to 
no  other  end  than  t'o  conjecture  on  any 
occafion  what  would  have  been  the  opi- 
nion and  counfelof  Pekuah. 

The  women,  by  whom  fiie  was  at- 
tended, knew  nothing  of  her  real  condi- 
tion, and  therefore  fhe  could  not  talk  to 
them  but  with  caution  and  referve.  She 
began  to  remit  her  curiofity,  having  no 
great  care  to  collect  notions  which  fhe 
had  no  convenience  of  uttering.  Rafie- 
las  endeavoured  firft  to  comfort  and  af- 
terwards to  divert  her  ;  he  hired  mufi- 
cians,  to  whom  fhe  feemed  to  liften,  but 
did  not  hear  them,  and  procured  matters 
to  inftrudt  her  in  various  arts,    whofe 

lee- 
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leftures,  when  they  vifited  her  again, 
were  again  to  be  repeated.  She  had 
loft  her  tafte  of  pleafure  and  her  ambi- 
tion of  excellence.  And  her  mind, 
though  forced  into  fhort  excurfions,  al- 
ways recurred  to  the  image  of  her  friend. 

Imlac  was  every  morning  earneftly  en- 
joined to  renew  his  enquiries,  and  was 
sliced  every  night  whether  he  had  yet  heard 
of  Pekuah,  till  not  being  able  to  return 
the  princefs  the  anfwer  that  me  defired, 
he  was  lefs  and  lefs  willing  to  come  in- 
to her  prefence.     She  obferved  his  back- 
wardnefs,  and  commanded  him  to  at- 
tend her.     "  You  are  not,  faid  fhe,  to 
confound  impatience  with  refentment,  or 
to  fuppofe  that  I  charge  you  with  negli- 
gence, becaufe  I  repine  at  your  unfuc- 
cefsfulnefs.     I  do  not  much  wonder  at 

your 
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your  abfence  •,  I  know  that  the  unhappy 
are  never  pleafing,  and  that  all  naturally 
avoid  the  contagion  of  mifery.  To  hear 
complaints  is  wearifome  alike  to  the 
wretched  and  the  happy  •,  for  who  would 
cloud  by  adventitious  grief  the  fhort 
gleams  of  gaiety  which  life  allows  us  ? 
or  who,  that  is  ftruggling  under  his  own 
evils,  will  add  to  them  the  miferies  of 
another  ? 

"  The  time  is  at  hand,  when  none  fhall 
be  difturbed  any  longer  by  the  fighs  o>f 
Nekayah :  my  fearch  after  happinefs  is 
now  at  an  end.  I  am  refolved  to  retire 
from  the  world  with  all  its  flatteries  and 
deceits,  and  will  hide  myfelf  in  folitude, 
without  any  other  care  than  to  compofe 
my  thoughts,  and  regulate  my  hours  by 
a  conftant  fucceffion  of  innocent  occu- 
pations, 
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pations,  till,  with  a  mind  purified  from 
all  earthly  defires,  I  fhall  enter  into  that 
(late,  to  which  all  are  haftening,  and  in 
which  I  hope  again  to  enjoy  the  friend- 
Ihip  of  Pekuah." 

"  Do  not  entangle  your  mind,  faid 
Imlac,  by  irrevocable  determinations, 
nor  increafe  the  burthen  of  life  by  a  vo- 
luntary accumulation  of  mifery :  the 
wearinefs  of  retirement  will  continue  or 
increafe  when  the  lofs  of  Pekuah  is  for- 
gotten. That  you  have  been  deprived 
of  one  pleafure  is  no  very  good  reafon  for 
rejeflion  of  the  reft." 

"  Since  Pekuah  was  taken  from  me, 
faid  the  princefs,  I  have  no  pleafure  to 
reject  or  to  retain.  She  that  has  no  one 
to  love  or  truft  has  little  to  hope.     She 

wants 
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wants  the  radical  principle  of  happinefs. 
We  may,  perhaps,  allow  that  what  fa- 
tisfadtion  this  world  can  afford,  mufl 
arife  from  the  conjunction  of  wealth, 
knowledge  and  goodnefs :  wealth  is  no- 
thing but  as  ic  is  bellowed,  and  know- 
ledge nothing  but  as  it  is  communicated. 
Goodnefs  affords  the  only  comfort  which 
can  be  enjoyed  without  a  partner,  and 
goodnefs  may  be  praftifed  in  retire- 
ment." 

"  How  far  folitude  may  admit  good- 
nefs, or  advance  it,  I  fhall  not,  replied 
Imlac,  difpute  at  prefent.  Remember 
the  confeffion  of  the  pious  hermit.  You 
will  wifh  to  return  into  the  world,  when 
the  image  of  your  companion  has  left 
your  thoughts. "  "  That  time,  faid  Ne- 
kayah,  will  never  come.     The  generous 

frank- 


(4       The  PRINCE  of 

franknefs,  the  modeft  obfequioufnefs* 
and  the  faithful  fecrecy  of  my  dear  Pe- 
kuah,  will  always  be  more  miffed,  as  I 
fhall  live  longer  to  fee  vice  and  folly." 

tc  The  ftate  of  a  mind  oppreffed  with 
a  fudden  calamity,  faid  Imlac,  is  like 
that  of  the  fabulous  inhabitants  of  the 
new  created  earth,  who,  when  the  firft 
night  came  upon  them,  fuppofed  that 
day  never  would  return.  When  the 
clouds  of  forrow  gather  over  us,  we  fee 
nothing  beyond  them,  nor  can  imagine 
how  they  will  be  difpelled :  yet  a  new 
day  fucceeded  to  the  night,  and  forrow 
is  never  long  without  a  dawn  of  eafe. 
But  they  who  reftrain  themfelves  from 
receiving  comfort,  do  as  the  favages 
would  have  done,  had  they  put  out 
their  eyes  when  it  was  dark.  Our  minds, 
i  like 
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like  our  bodies,    are  in  continual  flux  5 
fomething  is  hourly  loft,  and  fomething 
acquired.     To  lofe  much  at  once  is  in- 
convenient to  either,  but  while  the  vital 
powers    remain    uninjured,    nature   will 
find  the  means  of  reparation.     Diftance 
has  the  lame  efFe&  on  the  mind  as  on 
the  eye,  and  while  we  glide  along  the 
ftream  of  time,  whatever  we  leave  behind 
us  is  always  leffening,"  and   that  which 
we    approach   increafing  in   magnitude. 
Do  not  fuffer  life  to  ftagnate ;  it  will  grow 
muddy   for  want   of  motion  :    commit 
yourfelf  again  to  the  current  of  the  world  j 
Pekuah  will  vanifh  by  degrees ;  you  will 
meet  in  your  way  fome  other  favourite, 
or  learn   to  diffufe  yourfelf  in   general 
converfation." 

Vol.  II.  F  "  At 
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"  At  lead,  faid  the  prince,  do  not  de-- 
fpair  before  all  remedies  have  been  tried  : 
the  enquiry  after  the  unfortunate  lady  is 
ftill  continued,  and  fhall  be  carried  on 
with  yet  greater  diligence,  on  condition 
that  you  will  promife  to  wait  a  year  for 
the  event,  without  any  unalterable  refo- 
lution." 

Nekayah  thought  this  a  reafonable  de- 
mand, and  made  the  promife  to  her  bro- 
ther, who  had  been  advifed  by  Imlac  to 
( require  it.  Imlac  had,  indeed,  no  great 
hope  of  regaining  Pekuah,  but  he  fup- 
pofed,  that  if  he  could  fecure  the  interval 
of  a  year,  the  princefs  w®uld  be  then  in 
no  danger  of  a  cloifter. 


CHAR 
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CHAP.     XXXV. 

Pekuah  is  ftill  remembered  by  the 
princefs. 

NEKAYAH,  feeing  that  nothing 
was  omitted  for  the  recovery  of 
her  favourite,  and  having,  by  her  pro- 
mife,  fet  her  intention  of  retirement  at 
a  diftance,  began  imperceptibly  to  return 
to  common  cares  and  common  pleafures. 
She  rejoiced  without  her  own  confent  at 
the  fufpenfion  of  her  forrows,  and  fome- 
times  caught  herfelf  with  indignation  in 
the  adt  of  turning  away  her  mind 
from  the  remembrance  of  her,  whom 
yet  ihe  refolved  never  to  forget. 

F2  She 
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She  then  appointed  a  certain  hour  of 
the  day  for  meditation  on  the  merits  and 
fondnefs  of  Pekuah,  and  for  fome  weeks 
retired  conftantly  at  the  time  fixed,  and 
returned  with  her  eyes  fwollen  and  her 
countenance  clouded.  By  degrees  fhe 
grew  lefs  fcrupulous,  and  fufFered  any 
important  and  preffing  avocation  to  de- 
lay the  tribute  of  daily  tears.  She  then 
yielded  to  lefs  occafions  ;  fometimes  for- 
got what  fhe  was  indeed  afraid  to  remem- 
ber, and,  at  laft,  wholly  releafed  herfelf 
from  the  duty  of  periodical  affli6lion. 

Her  real  love  of  Pekuah  was  yet  not 
diminifhed.  A  thoufand  occurrences 
brought  her  back  to  memory,  and  a 
thoufand  wants,  which  nothing  but  the 
confidence  of  friendfhip  can  fupply, 
made    her    frequently  regretted.     She, 

there- 
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therefore,  folicited  Imlac  never  to  defift 
from  enquiry,  and  to  leave  no  art  of  in- 
telligence untried,  that,  at  leaft,  fhe  might 
have  the  comfort  of  knowing  that  fhe 
did  not  fuffer  by  negligence  or  fluggifh- 
nefs.  "  Yet  what,  faid  fhe,  is  to  be  ex- 
pedted  from  our  perfuit  of  happinefs, 
when  we  find  the  ftate  of  life  to  be  fuch, 
that  happinefs  itfelf  is  the  caufe  of  mi- 
fery  ?  Why  fhould  we  endeavour  to  at- 
tain that,  of  which  the  pofleflion  cannot 
be  fecured  ?  I  fhall  henceforward  fear 
to  yield  my  heart  to  excellence,  however 
bright,  or  to  fondnefs,  however  tender, 
left  I  fhould  lofe  again  what  I  have  loft 
in  Pekuah." 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.      XXXVI. 

The  princefs  hears  news  of  Pekuah. 

IN  feven  months,  one  of  the  mefien- 
gers,  who  had  been  fent  away  upon 
the  day  when  the  promife  was  drawn 
from  the  princefs,  returned,  after  many 
unfuccefsful  rambles,  from  the  borders 
of  Nubia,  with  an  account  that  Pekuah 
was  in  the  hands  of  an  Arab  chief,  who 
pofleflTed  a  caftle  or  fortrefs  on  the  extre- 
mity of  Egypt.  The  Arab,  whofe  re- 
venue was  plunder,  was  willing  to  re- 
flore  her,  with  her  two  attendants,  for 
two  hundred  ounces  of  gold. 

The 
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The  price  was  no  fubjedt  of  debate. 
The  princefs  was  in  extafies  when  flie 
heard  that  her  favourite  was  alive,  and 
might  fo  cheaply  be  ranfomed.  She 
could  not  think  of  delaying  for  a  mo- 
ment Pekuah's  happinefs  or  her  own, 
but  entreated  her  brother  to  fend  back 
the  mefienger  with  the  fum  required. 
Imlac,  being  confulted,  was  not  very 
confident  of  the  veracity  of  the  relator, 
and  was  ftill  more  doubtful  of  the  Arab's 
faith,  who  might,  if  he  were  too  libe- 
rally trufted,  detain  at  once  the  money 
and  the  captives.  He  thought  it  dan- 
gerous to  put  themfelves  in  the  power  of 
the  Arab,  by  going  into  his  diftrift,  and 
could  not  expeft  that  the  Arab  would  fo 
much  expofe  himfelf  as  to  come  into  the 
lower  country,  where  he  might  be  feized 
by  the  forces  of  the  Bafla. 

F4  It 
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It  is  difficult  to  negotiate  where  nei- 
ther will  truft.  But  Imlac,  after  fome 
deliberation,  directed  the  meflenger  to 
propofe  that  Pekuah  fhould  be  conducted 
by  ten  horfemen  to  the  monaftry  of  St. 
Antony,  which  is  fituated  in  the  deferts 
of  Upper-Egypt,  where  fhe  fhould  be 
met  by  the  fame  number,  and  her  ran- 
fome  fhould  be  paid. 

That  no  time  might  be  loft,  as  they 
expefted  that  the  propofal  would  not  be 
refufed,  they  immediately  began  their 
journey  to  the  monaftry;  and,  when  they 
arrived,  Imlac  went  forward  with  the 
former  meffenger  to  the  Arab's  fortrefs. 
Raffelas  was  defirous  to  go  with  them, 
but  neither  his  filler  nor  Imlac  would 
confent.  The  Arab,  according  to  the 
cuftom  of  his  nation,  obferved  the  laws 

of 
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oF  hofpitality  with  great  exa&nefs  to  thofe 
who  put  themfelves  into  his  power,  and, 
in  a  few  days,  brought  Pekuah  with  her 
maids,  by  eafy  journeys,  to  their  place 
appointed,  where  he  received  the  ftipu- 
lated  price,  and,  with  great  refpeft,  re- 
ftored  her  to  liberty  and  her  friends,  and 
undertook  to  conduct  them  back  towards 
Cairo  beyond  all  danger  of  robbery  or 
violence. 

The  prince fs  and  her  favourite  em- 
braced each  other  with  tranfport  too  vio- 
lent to  be  exprefled,  and  went  out 
together  to  pour  the  tears  of  tender- 
nefs  in  fecret,  and  exchange  profeffions 
of  kindnefs  and  gratitude.  After  a  few 
hours  they  returned  into  the  refedtory  of 
the  convent,  where,  in  the  prefence  of 
the  prior  and  his  brethren,  the  prince  re- 
quired 
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quired  of  Pekuah  the  hi  (lory  of  her  ad- 


ventures. 


CHAP.     XXXVII. 

The  adventures  of  the  lady  Pekuah; 

"  A  T  what  time,  and  in  what  man- 
■/*>  ner,  I  was  forced  away,  faid  Pe- 
kuah, your  fervants  have  told  you.  The 
fuddennefs  of  the  event  (truck  me  with 
furprife,  and  I  was  at  firft  rather  ftupi- 
fied  than  agitated  with  any  paffion  of  ei- 
ther fear  or  forrow.  My  confufion  was 
encreafed  by  the  fpeed  and  tumult  of  our 
flight  while  we  were  followed  by  the 
Turks,  who,  as  it  feemed,  foon  defpair- 
ed  to  overtake  us,  or  were  afraid  of  thofe 
whom  they  made  a  fhew  of  menacing. 

2  "  When* 
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"  When  the  Arabs  faw  themfelves  out 
of  danger  they  flackened  their  courfe, 
and,  as  I  was  lefs  harrafied  by  external 
violence,  I  began  to  feel  more  uneafinefs 
in  my  mind.  After  fome  time  we  flop- 
ped near  a  fpring  fhaded  with  trees  in  a 
pleafant  meadow,  where  we  were  fet  upon 
the  ground,  and  offered  fuch  refrefh^ 
ments  as  our  mafters  were  partaking.  I 
was  fuffered  to  fit  with  my  maids  apart 
from  the  reft,  and  none  attempted  to 
comfort  or  infult  us.  Here  I  firft  began 
to  feel  the  full  weight  of  my  mifery. 
The  girls  fat  weeping  in  filence,  and 
from  time  to  time  looked  up  to  me  for 
fuccour.  I  knew  not  to  what  condition 
we  were  doomed,  nor  could  conje&ure 
where  would  be  the  place  of  our  capti- 
vity, or  whence  to  draw  any  hope  of  de- 
liverance. I  was  in  the  hands  of  rob- 
bers 
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bers  and  favages,  and  had  no  reafon  to 
fuppofe  that  their  pity  was  more  than 
their  juftice,  or  that  they  would  forbear 
the  gratification  of  any  ardour  of  defire, 
or  caprice  of  cruelty.  I,  however,  luf- 
fed my  maids,  and  endeavoured  to  paci- 
fy them  by  remarking,  that  we  were  yet 
treated  with  decency,  and  that,  fince  we 
were  now  carried  beyond  purfuit,  there 
was  no  danger  of  violence  to  our  lives. 

"  When  we  were  to  be  fet  again  on 
horfcback,  my  maids  clung  round  me, 
and  refufed  to  be  parted,  but  I  com- 
manded them  not  to  irritate  thofe  who 
had  us  in  their  power.  We  travelled 
the  remaining  part  of  the  day  through 
an  unfrequented  and  pathlefs  country, 
and  came  by  moonlight  to  the  fide  of  a 
hill,  where  the  reft  of  the  troop  was  fla- 
ttened. 
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tioned.  Their  tents  were  pitched,  and 
their  fires  kindled,  and  our  chief  was 
welcomed  as  a  man  much  beloved  by  his 
dependants. 

"  We. were  received  into  a  large  tent, 
where  we  found  women  who  had  attend- 
ed their  hufbands  in  the  expedition. 
They  fet  before  us  the  fupper  which 
they  had  provided,  and  I  eat  it  rather 
to  encourage  my  maids  than  to  comply 
with  any  appetite  of  my  own.  When 
the  meat  w.is  taken  away  they  fpread 
the  carpets  for  repofe.  I  was  weary,  and 
hoped  to  find  in  fleep  that  remiflion  of 
diftrefs  which  nature  feldom  denies. 
Ordering  myfdf  therefore  to  be  undreft, 
I  obferved  that  the  women  looked  very 
earneftly  upon  me,  not  expedting,  I  fup- 
pofed,  to  fee  me  (6  fubmiffively  attended. 

When 
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When  my  upper  veft  was  taken  off, 
they  were  apparently  flruck  with  the 
fplendour  of  my  cloaths,  and  one  of 
them  timoroufly  laid  her  hand  upon 
the  embroidery.  She  then  went  out, 
and,  in  a  Ihort  time,  came  back 
with  another  womafi,  who  feemed  to  be 
of  higher  rank,  and  greater  authority. 
She  did,  at  her  entrance,  the  ufual  aft 
of  reverence,  and,  taking  me  by  the 
hand,  placed  me  in  a  fmatfer  tent,  fpread 
with  finer  carpets,  where  I  fpent  the 
night  quietly  with  my   maids. 

"  In  the  morning,  as  I  was  fitting  on 
the  grafs,  the  chief  of  the  troop  came  to- 
wards me  :  I  rofe  up  to  receive  him,  and 
he  bowed  with  great  refpedt.  4C  Illuf- 
trious  lady,  faid  he,  my  fortune  is  bet- 
ter than  I  had  prefumed  to  hope  ;  I  am 
told  by  my  women,  that  I  have  a  prin- 

cefs 
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cefs  in  my  camp."  Sir,  anfwered  I, 
your  women  have  deceived  themfelves 
and  you ;  I  am  not  a  princefs,  but  an 
unhappy  ftranger  who1  intended  foon  to- 
have  left  this  country,  in  which  I  am 
now  to  be  imprifoned  for  ever.  "  Who- 
ever, or  whencefoever,  you  are,  return- 
ed the  Arab,  your  drefs,  and  that  of 
your  fervants,  fliow  your  rank  to  be  high,, 
and  your  wealth  to  be  great.  Why 
fhould  you,  who  can  fo  eafily  procure 
your  ranfome,  think  yourfelf  in  danger 
ef  perpetual  captivity  ?  The  purpofe 
of  my  incurfions  is  to  encreafe  my  rich- 
es, or  more  properly  to  gather  tribute. 
The  fons  of  Ifhmael  are  the  natural  and 
hereditary  lords  of  this  part  of  the  con- 
tinent, which  is  ufurped  by  late  invaders,, 
and  low-born  tyrants,  from  whom  we 
are  compelled  to  take  by  the  fword  what 

is 
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is  denied  to  juftice.  The  violence  of  war 
admits  no  diftin6Hon ;  the  lance  that  is 
lifted  at  guilt  and  power  will  fometimes 
fall  on  innocence  and  gentlenefs." 

"  How  little,  faid  I,  did  I  expect  that 
ycfterday  it  fhould  have  fallen  upon  me." 

cc  Misfortunes,  anfwered  the  Arab, 
fhould  always  be  expected.  If  the  eye 
of  hoftility  could  have  learned  to  fpare, 
excellence  like  yours  had  been  exempt 
from  injury.  But  the  angels  of  afflic- 
tion fpread  their  toils  alike  for  the  virtu- 
ous and  the  wicked,  for  the  mighty  and 
the  mean.  Do  not  be  difconfolate ;  I  am 
not  one  of  the  lawlefs  and  cruel  rovers 
of  the  defart ;  I  know  the  rules  of  civil 
life ;  I  will  fix  your  ranfome,  give  a  paf- 

port 
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port  to  your  meflenger,  and  perform  my 
ftipuktion  with  nice  pundtuality." 

*  You  will  eafily  believe  that  I  was 
pleafed  with  his  courtefy ;  and  finding 
that  his  predominant  paffion  was  defire 
of  money,  I  began  now  to  think  my 
danger  lefs,  for  I  knew  that  no  fum 
would  be  thought  too  great  for  the  re- 
leafe  of  Pekuah.  I  told  him  that  he 
fhould  have  no  reafon  to  change  me  with 
ingratitude,  if  I  was  ufed  with  kindnefs, 
and  that  any  ranfome,  which  could  be 
expe&ed  for  a  maid  of  common  rank, 
would  be  paid,  but  that  he  mud  not  per- 
fift  to  rate  me  as  a  princefs.  He  faid, 
he  would  confider  what  he  fhould  de- 
mand, and  then,  fmiling,  bowed  and  re- 
tired. 

Vol.  II.  G  « Soon 
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"  Soon  after  the  women  came  about 
me,  each  contending  to  be  more  officious 
than  the  other,  and  my  maids  themfelves 
were  ferved  with  reverence.  We  travel- 
led onward  by  (hort  journeys.  On  the 
fourth  day  the  chief  told  me,  that  my 
ranfome  rnuft  be  two  hundred  ounces 
of  gold,  which  I  not  only  promifed  him, 
but  told  him,  that  I  would  add  fifty 
more,  if  I  and  my  maids  were  honoura- 
bly treated/ 

"  I  never  knew  the  power  of  gold  be- 
fore. From  that  time  I  was  the  leader 
of  the  troop.  The  march  of  every  day 
was  longer  or  Ihorter  as  I  commanded, 
and  the  tents  were  pitched  where  I  chofe 
to  reft.  We  now  had  camels  and  other 
conveniencies  for  travel,  my  own  women 
were  always  at  my  fide,  and  I  amufed 

my- 
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myfelf  with  obferving  the  manners  of 
the  vagrant  nations,  and  with  viewing 
remains  of  ancient  edifices  with  which 
thefe  deferted  countries  appear  to  have 
been,  in  fome  diftant  age,  lavifhly  em- 
bellifhed. 

"  The  chief  of  the  band  was  a  man 
far  from  illiterate  :  he  was  able  to  tra- 
vel by  the  ftars  or  the  cornpafs,  and 
had  marked  in  his  erratick  expeditions 
fuch  places  as  are  moft  worthy  the  no- 
tice of  a  p^flenger.  He  obferved  to  me* 
that  buildings  are  always  beft  preferved  in 
places  little  frequented,  and  difficult  of 
^ccefs :  for,  when  once  a  country  de- 
dines  from  it$  primitive  fplendour,  the 
more  inhabitants  are  left,  the  quicker 
ruin  will  be  made.  Walls  fupply  flones 
more  eafily  than  quarries,  and  palaces 
G  2  and 
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and  temples  will  be  demolifhed  to  make 
ftables  of  granate,  and  cottages  of  por- 
phyry. 


CHAP.     XXXVIII. 

The  adventures  of  Pekuah  con- 
tinued. 

■"  TI  7E  wandered  about  in  this  man- 
V  V  ner  for  fome  weeks,  whether, 
as  our  chief  pretended,  for  my  gratifi- 
cation, or,  as  I  rather  fufpefted,  for 
fome  convenience  of  his  own,  I  en- 
deavoured to  appear  contented  where 
fullennefs  and  refentment  would  have 
been  of  no  ufe,  and  that  endeavour  con- 
duced much  to  the  calmnefs  of  my  mind; 
but  my  heart  was  always  with  Nekayah, 

and 
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and  the  troubles  of  the  night  much 
overbalanced  the  amufements  of  the  day. 
My  women,  who  threw  all  their  cares 
upon  their  miftrefs,  fet  their  minds  at  eafe 
from  the  time  when  they  faw  me  treated 
with  refpeft,  and  gave  themfelves  up  to 
the  incidental  alleviations  of  our  fatigue 
without  folicitude  or  forrow.  I  was 
pleafed  with  their  pleafure,  and  animated 
with  their  confidence.  My  condition  had 
loft  much  of  its  terrour,  fince  I  found 
that  the  Arab  ranged  the  country  merely 
to  get  riches.  Avarice  is  an  uniform 
and  tradable  vice  :  other  intellectual  dif- 
tempers  are  different  in  different  conftitu- 
tions  of  mind  ;  that  which  fooths  the 
pride  of  one  will  offend  the  pride  of 
another  ;  but  to  the  favour  of  the  cove- 
tous there  is  a  ready  way,  bring  money 
and  nothing  is  denied. 

G  3  At 
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"  At  Iaft  we  came  to  the  dwelling  of 
our  chief,  a  ftrong  and  fpacious  houfe 
built  with  (lone  in  an  ifland  of  the  Nile, 
which  lies,  as  I  was  told,  under  the  tro- 
pick.  "  Lady,  faid  the  Arab,  you  (hall 
reft  a  few  weeks  after  your  journey  in 
this  place,  where  you  are  to  confider 
yourfelf  as  fovereign.  My  occupation 
is  war  :  I  have  therefore  chofen  this  ob- 
fcure  refidence,  from  which  I  can  iflue 
unexpected,  and  to  which  I  can  retire 
Unperfued.  You  may  now  repofe  in  fe- 
curity  :  here  are  few  pleafures,  but  here 
is  no  danger."  He  then  led  me  into 
the  inner  apartments,  and  fearing  me  in 
the  place  of  honour,  bowed  to  the 
ground.  His  women,  who  confidered 
me  as  a  rival,  looked  on  me  with  malig- 
nity ;  but  being  foon  informed  that  I 
was  a  great  lady  detained  only  for  my 

ran- 
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ranfome,  they  began  to  vie  with  each 
other  in  obfequioufnefs  and  reverence* 

"  Being  again  comforted  with  new  af- 
furances  of  fpeedy  liberty,  I  was  for 
fome  days  diverted ,  from  impatience  by 
the  novelty  of  the  place.  The  turrets 
overlooked  the  country  to  a  great  dif- 
tance,  and  afforded  a  view  of  many 
windings  of  the  ftream.  In  the  day  I 
wandered  from  one  place  to  another  as 
the  courfe  of  the  fun  varied  the  fplendour 
of  the  profpedt,  and  faw  many  things 
which  I  had  never  feen  before.  Tht 
crocodiles  and  river-horfes  were  common 
in  this  unpeopled  region,  and  Ioften  look- 
ed upon  them  with  terrour,  though  1 
knew  that  they  could  not  hurt  me. 
For  fome  time  I  expe&ed  to  fee  mermaids 
and  tritons,  which,  as  Imlac  has  told 
G  4  me^ 
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me,  the  European  travellers  have  fta« 
tioned  in  the  Nile,  but  no  fuch  beings 
ever  appeared,  and  the  Arab,  when  I 
enquired  after  them,  laughed  at  my  cre- 
dulity. 

"  At  night  the  Arab  always  attended 
me  to  a  tower  fet  apart  for  celeftial  ob- 
fervations,  where  he  endeavoured  to  teach 
me  the  names  and  courfes  of  the  ftars. 
I  had  no  great  inclination  to  this  ftudy, 
but  an  appearance  of  attention  was  ne- 
ceflary  to  pleafe  my  inftru&or,  who  va- 
lued  himfelf  for  his  fkill,  and,  in  a  little 
while,  I  found  fome  employment  requifite 
to  beguile  the  tedioufnefs  of  time,  which 
was  to  be  paffed  always  amidft  the  fame 
pbjefts.  I  was  weary  of  looking  in  the 
morning  on  things  from  which  I  had 
turned  away  weary  in  the  evening:   I 

there- 
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therefore  was  at  laft  willing  to  obferve  the 
ftars  rather  than  do  nothing,  but  could 
not  always  compofe  my  thoughts,  and 
was  very  often  thinking  on  Nekayah 
when  others  imagined  me  contemplating 
the  iky.  Soon  after  the  Arab  went  upon 
another  expedition,  and  then  my  only 
pleafure  was  to  talk  with  my  maids  a- 
bout  the  accident  by  which  we  were  car- 
ried away,  and  the  happinefs  that  we 
fliould  all  enjoy  at  the  end  of  our  capti- 
vity/' 

cc  There  were  women  in  your  Arab's 
fortrefs,  faid  the  princefs,  why  did  you 
not  make  them  your  companions,  enjoy 
their  converfation,  and  partake  their  di- 
verfions  ?  In  a  place  where  they  found 
bufinefs  or  amufement,  why  fhould  you 
alone  fit  corroded  with  idle  melancholy  ? 

or 
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or  why  could  not  you  bear  for  a  few 
months  that  condition  to  which  they 
were  condemned  for  life  ? * 

<c  The  diverfions  of  the  women,  an- 
f&ered  Pekuah,  were  only  chiidilh  play, 
by  which  the  mind  accuftomed  to  ftrong- 
er  operations  could  not  be  kept  bufy.  I 
could  do  all  which  they  delighted  in 
doing  by  powers  merely  fenfitive,  while 
my  intellectual  faculties  were  flown  to  Cai- 
ro. They  ran  from  room  to  room  as  a  bird 
hops  from  wire  to  wire  in  his  cage. 
They  danced  for  the  fake  of  motion,  as 
lambs  frifk  in  a  meadow.  One  fome- 
times  pretended  to  be  hurt  that  the  reft 
might  be  alarmed,  or  hid  herfclf  that  ano- 
ther might  feek  her.  Part  of  their  time 
pafled  in  watching  the  progrefs  of  light 
bodies  that  floated  on  the  river,  and  part 

in 
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in  marking  the  various  forms  into  which, 
clouds  broke  in  the  Iky, 

<c  Their  bufinefs  was  only  needle- 
work, in  which  I  and  my  maids  fome- 
times  helped  them ;  but  you  know  that 
the  mind  will  eafily  ftraggle  from  the 
fingers,  nor  will  you  fufpeft  that  capti- 
vity and  abfence  from  Nekayah  could  be 
much  folaced  by  filken  flowers. 

"  Nor  was  much  fatisfa&ion  to  be 
hoped  from  their  converfation  :  for  of 
what  could  they  be  expe£led  to  talk? 
They  had  feen  nothing  •,  for  they  had 
lived  from  early  youth  in  that  narrow 
fpot :  of  what  they  had  not  feen  they 
could  have  no  knowledge,  for  they  could 
not  read.  They  had  no  ideas  but  of  the 
few  things  that  were  within  their  view, 

and 
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and  had  hardly  names  for  any  thing  but 
their  cloaths  and  their  food.  As  I  bore 
a  fuperiour  chara&er,  I  was  often  called 
to  terminate  their  quarrels,  which  I  de- 
cided as  equitably  as  I  could.  If  it  could 
have  amufed  me  to  hear  the  complaints 
of  each  againft  the  reft,  I  might  have 
been  often  detained  by  long  ftories,  but 
the  motives  of  their  animofity  were  fo 
fmall  that  I  could  not  liften  long  with- 
out intercepting  the  tale." 

44  How,  faid  Raflelas,  can  the  Arab, 
whom  you  reprefented  as  a  man  of  more 
than  common  accomplifhments,  take 
any  pleafure  in  his  feraglio,  when  it  is 
filled  only  with  women  like  thefe.  Are 
they  exquifitejy  beautiful  ?  " 

«  They 
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cc  They  do  not,  faid  Pekuah,  want 
that  unaffe&ing  and  ignoble  beauty  which 
may  fubfift  without  fpritelinefs  or  fubli- 
mity,  without  energy  of  thought  or 
dignity  of  virtue.  But  to  a  man  like 
the  Arab  fuch  beauty  was  only  a  flower 
cafually  plucked  and  carelefly  thrown 
away.  W  hatever  pleafures  he  might  find 
among  them,  they  were  not  thofe  of 
friendfhip  or  fociety.  When  they  were 
playing  about  him  he  looked  on  them 
with  inattentive  fuperiority  :  when  they 
vied  for  his  regard  he  fomctimes  turned 
away  difgufted.  As  they  had  no  know- 
ledge, their  talk  could  take  nothing  from 
the  tedioufnefs  of  life  :  as  they  had  no 
choice,  their  fondnefs,  or  appearance  of 
fondnefs,  excited  in  him  neither  pride 
nor  gratitude  ;  he  was  not  exalted  in  his 
own  efteem  by  the  fmiles  of  a  woman 

who 
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who  faw  no  other  man,  nor  was  much 
obliged  by  that  regard,  of  which  he 
could  never  know  the  fincerity,  and 
which  he  might  often  perceive  to  be  ex- 
erted not  fo  much  to  delight  him  as  to 
pain  a  rival.  That  which  he  gave,  and 
they  received,  as  love,  was  only  a  care- 
lefs  diftribution  of  fuperfluous  time,  fuch 
love  as  man  can  bellow  upqn  that  which 
he  defpifes,  fuch  as  has  neither  hope  nor 
fear,  neither  joy  nor  forrow." 

!.?  You  have  reafon,  lady,  to  think 
yourfelf  happy,  faid  Imlac,  that  you 
have  been  thus  eafily  difmifled.  How 
cquld  a  mind,  hungry  for  knowledge, 
be  willing,  in  an  intelleftual  famine,  to 
lqfe  fuch  a  banquet  as  Pekuah's  conver- 
sion ? " 

"I 
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"  I  am  inclined  to  believe,  anfwered 
Pekuah,  that  he  was  for  fome  time  in 
fufpenfe-,  for,  notwithftanding  his  pro- 
mife,  whenever  1  propofed  to  difpatch  a 
meffenger  to  Cairo,  he  found  fome  ex- 
cufe  for  delay.  While  I  was  detained  in 
his  houfe  he  made  many  incurfions  into 
the  neighbouring  countries,  and,  perhaps, 
he  would  have  refufed  to  difcharge  me, 
had  his  plunder  been  equal  to  his  wifhes. 
He  returned  always  courteous,  related 
his  adventures,  delighted  to  hear  my  ob- 
fervations,  and  endeavoured  to  advance 
my  acquaintance  with  the  ftars.  When  I 
importuned  him  to  fend  away  my  letters, 
he  foothed  me  with  profeflions  of  honour 
and  fincerity  ;  and,  when  I  could  be  no 
longer  decently  denied,  put  his  troop 
again  in  motion,  and  left  me  to  govern 
in  his  abfence.  I  was  much  affli&ed  by 
2  this 
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thisftudied  procraftination,  and  was  fome- 
times  afraid  that  I  fhould  be  forgotten  ; 
that  you  would  leave  Cairo,  and  I  muft 
end  my  days  in  an  ifland  of  the  Nile. 

"  I  grew  at  laft  hopelefs  and  dejedted, 
and  cared  fo  little  to  entertain  him,  that 
he  for  a  while  more  frequently  talked 
with  my  maids.  That  he  fhould  fall 
in  love  with  them,  or  with  me,  might 
have  been  equally  fatal,  and  I  was  not 
much  pleafed  with  the  growing  friend - 
fhip.  My  anxiety  was  not  long  •,  for, 
as  I  recovered  fome  degree  of  chearful- 
nefs,  he  returned  to  me,  and  I  could  not 
forbear  to  defpife  my  former  uneafinefs. 

"  He  ftill  delayed  to  fend  for  my  ran- 
fome,  and  would,  perhaps,  never  have 
determined,  had  not  your  agent  found 

his 
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his  way  to  him.  The  gold,  which  he 
would  not  fetch,  he  could  not  rejedt 
when  it  was  offered.  He  haftened  to 
prepare  for  pur  journey  hither,  like  a 
man  delivered  from  the  pain  of  an  in- 
teftine  conflict.  I  took  leave  of  my  com- 
panions in  the  houfe,  who  difmified  me 
with  cold  indifference." 

Nekayah,  having  heard  her  favourite's 
relation,  rofe  and  embraced  her,  and 
Raflelas  gave  her  an  hundred  ounces  of 
gold,  which  fhe  prefented  to  the  Arab 
for  the  fifty  that  were  promifed, 
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CHAP.    XXXIX. 
The  hifiory  of  a  man  of  learning. 

THEY  returned  to  Cairo,  and 
were  fo  well  pleafed  at  finding 
themfelves  together,  that  none  of  them 
went  much  abroad.  The  prince  began 
to  love  learning,  and  one  day  declared 
te  Imlac,  that  he  intended  to  devote 
himfelf  to  fcience,  and  pafs  the  reft  of 
his  days  ia  literary  folitude. 

H  Before  you  make  your  final  choice, 
anfwered  Imlac,  you  ought  to  examine 
its  hazards,,  and  converfe  with  fome 
of  thofe  who  are  grown  old  in  the  con> 
pany  of  themfelves.;    I  have  juft  left 

the 
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the  obfervatory  of  one  of  the  moft  learn* 
ed  aftronomers  in  the  world,  who  has 
ipent  forty  years  in  unwearied  attention 
to  the  motions  and  appearances  of  the 
celeftial  bodies,  and  has  drawn  out  his 
foul  in  endlefs  calculations.  He  ad- 
mits a  few  friends  once  a  month  jto  hear 
his  dedudtions  and  enjoy  his  difcoyeries. 
I  was  introduced  as  a  man  of  knowledge 
worthy  of  his  notice.  Men  of  various 
ideas  and  fluent  converfation  are  com- 
monly welcome  to  thofe  whofe  thoughts 
have  been  long  fixed  upon  a  fiflgle  point, 
and  who  find  the  images  of  other  things 
ftealing  away.  I  delighted  him  with 
my  remarks,  he  fmiled  at  the  narrative 
of  my  travels,  and  was  glad  to  forget 
the  conftellations,  and  defcend  for  a  mo- 
ment into  the  lower  world, 

H  2  «  On 
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"  On  the  next  day  of  vacation  I  re- 
newed my  vifit,  and  was  fo  fortunate  as 
to  pleafe  him  again.  He  relaxed  from 
that  time  the  feverity  of  his  rule,  and 
permitted  me  to  enter  at  my  own  choice. 
I  found  him  always  bufy,  and  always 
glad  to  be  relieved.  As  each  knew 
much  which  the  other  was  defirous  of 
learning,  we  exchanged  our  notions  with 
great  delight.  I  perceived  that  i  had 
every  day  more  of  his  confidence,  and 
always  found  new  caufe  of  admiration 
in  the  profundity  of  his  mind.  His 
cQmprehenfion  is  vaft,  his  memory  ca- 
pacious and  retentive,  his  difcourfe  is 
methodical,  and  his  exprefiion  clear. 

iC  His  integrity  and  benevolence  are 
equal  to  his  learning.     His  deepeft  re- 

fearches 
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fearches  and  mod  favourite  ftudies  are 
willingly  interrupted  for  any  opportuni- 
ty of  doing  good  by  his  counfel  or  his 
riches.  To  his  clofeft  retreat,  at  his 
mod  bufy  moments,  a]l  are  admitted 
that  want  his  affiftance ;  "  For  though 
I  exclude  idlenefs  and  pleafure,  I  will 
never,  fays  he,  bar  my  doors  againft 
charity.  To  man  is  permitted  the  con- 
templation  of  the  fkies,  but  the  prac- 
tice of  virtue  is  commanded." 

?•  Surely,  laid  the  princefs,  this  man 
is  happy." 

"  I  vifited  him,  laid  Imlac,  with 
more  and  more  frequency,  and  was  every 
time  more  enamoured  of  his  converfa- 
tion  :  he  was  fublime  without  haughti- 
nefs,  courteous  without  formality,  and 
H  3  com- 


102      The   PRINCE  of 

communicative  without  oftentation.  I 
was  at  firft,  Madam,  of  your  opinion, 
thought  him  the  happieft  of  mankind, 
and  often  congratulated  him  on  the  blef- 
fmg  that  he  enjoyed.  He  feemed  to 
hear  nothing  with  indifference  but  the 
praifes  of  his  condition,  to  which  he  al- 
ways returned  a  general  anfwer,  and 
diverted  the  converfation  to  fome  other 
topick. 

<c  Amidft  this  willingnefs  to  be 
pleafed,  and  labour  to  pleafe,  I  had  al- 
ways reafon  to  imagine  that  fotne  pain- 
ful fentiment  preffed  upon  his  mind. 
He  often  looked  up  earneftly  towards 
the  furi,  and  let  his  voice  fall  in  the 
midft  of  his  difcourfe.  He  would  fome- 
times,  when  we  were  alone,  gaze  upon 
me  in  filence  with  the  air  of  a  man  who 

longed 
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longed  to  fpcak  what  he  was  yet  re- 
folved  to  fupprefs.  He  would  fome* 
times  fend  for  me  with  vehement  injunc- 
tions of  hafte,  though,  when  I  came  to 
him,  he  had  nothing  extraordinary  to  fay. 
And  fometimes,  when  I  was  leaving 
him,  would  call  me  back,  paufe  a  few 
moments  and  then  difmifs  me« 
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CHAP.     XL. 

The  aflronomer  difcovers  the  caufe 
of  his  uneafinefs. 

AT  laft  the  time  came  when  the  fe* 
cret  burft  his  referve.  We  were 
fitting  together  laft  night  in  the  turret 
of  his  houfe,  watching  the  emerfion  of 
a  fatellite  of  Jupiter.  A  fudden  tem- 
ped clouded  the  fky,  and  difappointed 
our  obfervation.  We  fat  a  while  filent 
iri  the  dark,  and  then  he  addrefled  him- 
ielf  to  me  in  thefe  words :  "  Imlac,  I 
have  long  confidered  thy  friendfhip  as 
the  greateft  blefling  of  my  life.  Inte- 
grity without  knowledge  is  weak  and 
ufelefs,  and  knowledge  without  integrity 

is 
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is  dangerous  and  dreadful.  I  have  found 
in  thee  alt  the  qualities  requisite  for  truft, 
benevolence,  experience,  and  fortitude* 
I  have  long  discharged  an  office  which  I 
tnuft  foon  quit  at  the  call  of  nature,  and 
ihall  rejoice  in  the  hour  of  imbecility 
and  pain  to  devolve  it  upon  thee." 

"  I  thought  myfelf  honoured  by  this 
teftimony,  and  protefted  that  whatever 
<:ould  conduce  to  his  happinefs  would  add 
likewife  to  mine." 

"  Hear,  Imlac,  what  thou  wilt  not 

without  difficulty  credit.  I  have  pof- 
feflcd  for  five  years  the  regulation  of 
weather,  and  the  diftribution  of  the  fea- 
fons  :  the  fun  has  liftened  to  my  dic- 
tates, and  paflfed  from  tropick  to  tro-, 
pick  by  my  dire&ionf  the  clouds,  at 

my 
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my  call,  have  poured  their  waters,  and 
the  Nile  has  overflowed  at  my  command  ; 
I  have  re  drained  the  rage  of  the  dog- 
ftar,  and  mitigated  the  fervours  of  the 
crab.  The  winds  alone,  of  all  the  ele- 
mental powers,  have  hitherto  refilled 
my  authority,  and  multitudes  have  pe- 
rifhed  by  equinoctial  tempefts  which  I 
found  myfelf  unable  to  prohibit  or  re- 
train. I  have  adminiftered  this  great 
office  with  exadt  juftice,  and  made  to 
the  different  nations  of  the  earth  an  im- 
partial dividend  of  rain  and  funfhine. 
What  muft  have  been  the  mifery  of  half 
the  globe,  if  I  had  limited  the  clouds  to 
particular  regions,  or  confined  the  fun 
to  either  fide  of  the  equator  ?  " 
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CHAP,     XLL 

The   aftronomer  juftifies  his   ac-i 
count  of  himfelf. 

f€  T  Suppofe    he    difcovered    in    me, 

A  through  the  obfeurity  of  the  room, 

foriie  tokens  of  amazement  and  doubt, 

for,    after*  a  ihort  paufe,   he  proceeded 

thus :  " 

<c  Not  to  be  eafily  credited  will  neU 
ther  furprife  nor  offend  me  ;  for  I  am, 
probably,  the  firft  of  human  beings  to 
whom  this  truft  has  been  imparted.  Nor 
do  I  know  whether  to  deem  this  diftinc- 
tion  a  reward  or  punifhment;  fince  I 
have  poffefled  it  I  have  been  far  lefs  hap- 
py 
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py  than   before,   and  nothing   but  the 
confcioufnefs   of   good   intention   could 
have  enabled  me  to  fupport  the  weari- 
nefe  of  unremitted  vigilance." 


*£>' 


"  How  long,  Sir,  faid  I,  has  this 
great  oSce  been  in  your  hands  ?  " 

cc  About  ten  years  ago,  faid  he,  my 
daily  obfervations  of  the  changes  of  the 
Iky  led  me  to  confider,  whether,  if  I 
had  the  power  of  the  feafons,  I  coul4 
confer  greater  plenty  upon  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  earth.  This  contemplation 
fattened  on  my  mind,  and  I  fat  days 
and  nights  in  imaginary  dominion, 
pouring  upon  this  country  and  that  the 
fhowers  of  fertility,  and  feconding  every 
fall  of  rain  with  a  due  proportion  of 
funfhine.    I  had  yet  only  the  will  to  do 

good, 
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good,  and  did  not  imagine  that  I  fhould 
ever  have  the  power, 

"  One  day  as  I  was  looking  on  the 
fields  withering  with  heat,  I  felt  in  my 
mind  a  fudden  wifh  that  I  could  fend 
rain  on  the  fouthern  mountains,  and  raife 
the  Nile  to  an  inundation.  In  the  hurry 
of  my  imagination  I  commanded  rain  to 
fall,  and,  by  comparing  the  time  of  my 
command,  with  that  of  the  inundation,  I 
found  that  the  clouds  had  liftned  to 
my  lips." 

"  Might  not  fome  other  caufe,  faid 
I,  produce  this  concurrence?  the  Nile 
does  not  always  rife  on  the  fame  day." 

"  Do  not  believe,  faid  he  with  impa- 
tience, that  fuch  objections  could  efcapc 

me: 
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me :  I  reafoned  long  againft  my  own 
convi&ion,  and  laboured  againft  truth 
with  the  utmoft  obftinacy.  I  fometimes 
fufpe&ed  myfelf  of  madnefs,  and  fhould 
not  have  dared  to  impart  this  fecret  but 
to  a  man  like  you,  capable  of  diftin- 
guifhing  the  wonderful  from  the  im* 
poffible,  and  the  incredible  from  the 
falfe." 

"  Why,  Sir,  faid  I,  do  you  call  that 
incredible,  which  you  know,  or  think 
you  know,  to  be  true.'* 


<c  Becaufe,  faid  he,  I  cannot  prove  it 
by  any  external  evidence  •,  and  I  know 
too  well  the  laws  of  demonftration  to 
think  that  my  conviftion  ought  to  influ- 
ence another,  who  cannot,  like  me,  be 
confcious  of  its  force.     I,  therefore,  (hall 

Dft 
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not  attempt  to  gain  credit  by  deputa- 
tion. It  is  fufficient  that  I  feel  this  power, 
that  I  have  long  poflefTed,  and  every  day 
exerted  it*  But  the  life  of  man  is  fhort,  the 
infirmities  of  age  increafe  upon  me,  and 
the  time  will  foon  come  when  the  regu- 
lator of  the  year  mud  mingle  with  the 
duft.  The  care  of  appointing  a  fuccef- 
for  has  long  difturbed  me ;  the  night  and 
the  day  have  been  fpent  in  comparifons 
of  all  the  characters  which  have  come 
to  my  knowledge,  and  I  have  yet  found 
none  fo  worthy  as  thyfelf. 


CHA  P 


112      The  PRINCE  op 


CHAP.     XLII. 

The  aftronomer  leaves  Imlac  his 
directions. 


C€  TT  EAR  therefore,  what  I  (hall  im- 
■»-  A  part,  with  attention,  fuch  as 
the  welfare  of  a  world  requires.  If  the 
tafk  of  a  king  be  confidered  as  difficult, 
who  has  the  care  only  of  a  few  millions,- 
to  whom  he  cannot  do  much  good  or 
harm,  what  muft  be  the  anxiety  of  him, 
en  whom  depend  the  adtion  of  the  ele- 
ments, and  the  great  gifts  of  light  and 
heat!— Hear  me  therefore  with  attention. 


<c  I  have  diligently  confidered  the  po- 
fition  of  the  earth  and  fun,  and  formed 

in* 
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innumerable  fchemcs  in  which  I  changed 
their  fituation.  I  have  fometimes  turned 
afide  the  axis  of  the  earth,  and  fome- 
times varied  the  ecliptick  of  the  fun  : 
but  I  have  found  it  impofilble  to  make 
a  difpofition  by  which  the  world  may  be 
advantaged ;  what  one  region  gains,  ano- 
ther lofes  by  any  imaginable  alteration, 
even  without  confidering  the  diftant  parts 
of  the  folar  fyftem  with  which  we  are 
unacquainted.  D6  not,  therefore,  in  thy 
adminiftration  of  the  year,  indulge  thy 
pride  by  innovation  -,  do  not  pleafe 
thyfelf  with  thinking  that  thou  canft 
make  thyfelf  renowned  to  all  future 
ages,  by  difordering  the  feafons.  The 
memory  of  mifchief  is  no  defirable  fame. 
Much  lefs  will  it  become  thee  to  let  kind- 
nefs  or  intereft  prevail.  Never  rob  other 
Vol.  II.  I  coun- 
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countries  of  rain  to  pour  it  on  thine  own. 
For  us  the  Nile  is  fufficient." 

"  I  promifed  that  when  I  poffefled  the 
power,  I  would  ufe  it  with  inflexible  in- 
tegrity, and  he  difmifled  me,  prefling 
my  hand."  cc  My  heart,  faid  he,  will 
be  now  at*  reft,  and  my  benevolence  will 
no  more  deftroy  my  quiet :  I  have  found 
a  man  of  wifdom  and  virtue,  to  whom 
I  can  chearfully  bequeath  the  inheri- 
tance of  the  fun." 

The  prince  heard  this  narration  with 
very  ferious  regard,  but  the  princefs 
fmiled,  and  Pekuah  convulfed  her- 
felf  with  laughter.  <c  Ladies,  faid  Im- 
lac,  to  mock  the  heavieft  of  human 
afflictions  is  neither  charitable  nor  wife. 
Few  can  attain  this  man's  knowledge, 

and 
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and  few  pra&ife  his  virtues ;  but  all  may 
fuffer  his  calamity.  Of  the  uncertain- 
ties of  our  prefent  ftate,  the  mod  dread- 
ful and  alarming  is  the  uncertain  conti- 
nuance of  reafon ." 

The  princefs  was  recolle&ed,  and  the 
favourite  was  abaihed.  Raflelas,  mori 
deeply  affedted,  enquired  of  Imlac, 
whether  he  thought  fuch  maladies  of 
the  mind  frequent,  and  how  they  were 
«ontra£ted. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.    XLIII. 

The  dangerous  prevalence  of  ima- 
gination. 

DISORDERS  of  intellea,  an- 
fwered  Imlac,  happen  much 
more  often  than  fuperficial  obfervers  will 
eafily  believe.  Perhaps,  if  we  fpeak  with 
rigorous  exadtnefs,  no  human  mind  is 
in  its  right  ftate.  There  is  no  man  whofe 
imagination  does  not  fometimes  predo- 
minate over  his  reafon,  who  can  re- 
gulate his  attention  wholly  by  his  will, 
and  whofe  ideas  will  come  and  go  at  his 
command.  No  man  will  be  found  in  whofe 
mind  airy  notions  do  not  fometimes  tyran- 
nife,  and  force  him  to  hope  or  fear  be- 
yond 
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yond  the  limits  of  fobcr  probability. 
All  power  of  fancy  over  reafon  is  a  de- 
gree of  infanity ;  but  while  this  power 
is  fuch  as  we  can  controll  and  reprefs,  it 
is  not  vifible  to  others,  nor  confidered  as 
any  depravation  of  the  mental  faculties  : 
it  is  not  pronounced  madnefs  but  when  it 
comes  ungovernable,  and  apparently  in- 
fluences fpeech  or  a&ion. 

u  To  indulge  the  power  of  fidtion,  and 
fend  imagination  out  upon  the  wing,  is 
often  the  fport  of  thofe  who  delight  too 
much   in  filent  fpeculation.     When  we 
are  alone  we  are  not  always  bufy ;  the 
labour  of  excogitation  is  too  violent  to 
laft   long ;  the  ardour  of  enquiry  will 
fometimes  give  way  to  idlenefs  or  fatiety. 
He  who  has  nothing  external  that  can 
divert  him,    muft  find  pleafure  in  his 
I  3  own 
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own  thoughts,  and  mud  conceive  hini- 
felf  what  he  is  not ;  for  who  is  pleafed 
'  with  what  he  is  ?     He  then  expatiates 
in  boundlefs  futurity,  and  culls  from  all 
imaginable  conditions  that  which  for  the 
prefent  moment  he  fliould  moft  defire, 
amufes  his  defires   with  impoffible  en- 
joyments^  and  confers    upon  his   pride 
unattainable  dominion.     The  mind  dan- 
ces from  fcene  to  fcene,  unites  all  plea- 
fures  in  all  combinations,  and  riots  in 
delights  which  nature  and  fortune,    with 
all  their  bounty,  cannot  beftow. 

"  In  time  fome  particular  train  of 
ideas  fixes  the  attention,  all  other  intel- 
lectual gratifications  are  rejefred,  the 
mind,  in  wearinefs  or  leifure,  recurs  con- 
flantly  to  the  favourite  conception,  and 
feafts  on  the  lufcious  falfehood  whenever 

fhe 
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fhe  is  offended  with  the  bitternefs  of 
truth.  By  degrees  the  reign  of  fancy  is 
confirmed ;  fhe  grows  firft  imperious, 
and  in  time  defpotick.  Then  fidtions 
begin  to  operate  as  realities,  falfe  opi- 
nions fallen  upon  the  mind,  and  life 
pafles  in  dreams  of  rapture  or  of  anguifh. 

"  This,  Sir,  is  one  of  the  dangers  of 
folitude,  which  the  hermit  has  confefled 
not  always  to  promote  goodnefs,  and  the 
aftronomer's  mifery  has  proved  to  be 
not  always  propitious  to  wifdom." 

•*  I  will  no  more,  faid  the  favourite, 
imagine  myfelf  the  queen  of  Abifllnia. 
I  have  often  fpent  the  hours,  which  the 
princefs  gave  to  my  own  difpofal,  in 
adjufting  ceremonies  and  regulating  the 
court ;  I  have  repreffed  the  pride  of  the 
I  4  power- 
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powerful,  and  granted  the  petitions  of 
the  poor  •,  I  have  built  new  palaces  in 
more  happy  filiations,  planted  groves 
upon  the  tops  of  mountains,  and  have 
exulted  in  the  beneficence  of  royalty,  tillv 
when  the  princefs  entered,  I  had  almoft 
forgotten  to  bow  down  before  her." 

"  And  I,  faid  the  princefs,  will  not 
allow  myfelf  any  more  to  play  the  fhep- 
herdefs  in  my  waking  dreams.  I  have 
often  foothed  my  thoughts  with  the  quiet 
and  innocence  of  paftoral  employments, 
till  I  have  in  my  chamber  heard  the  winds 
whiftle,  and  the  fheep  bleat  j  fometimes 
freed  the  lamb  entangled  in  the  thicket, 
and  fometimes  with  my  crook  encoun- 
tered the  wolf.  I  have  a  drefs  like  that 
of  the  village  maids,  which  I  put  on  to 
help   my   imagination,  and   a   pipe  on 

which 
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which   I  play  foftly,  and   fuppofe  my- 
felf  followed  by  my  flocks." 

"I  will  confefs,  faid  the  prince,  an 
indulgence  of  fantaftick  delight  more 
dangerous  than  yours.  I  have  frequent- 
ly endeavoured  to  image  the  poffibility  of 
a  perfeft  government,  by  which  all 
wrong  fhould  be  reftrained,  all  vice  re- 
formed, and  all  the  fubje&s  preferved  in 
tranquility  and  innocence.  This  thought 
produced  innumerable  fchemes  of  refor- 
mation, and  dictated  many  ufeful  regu- 
lations and  falutary  edicts.  This  has 
been  the  fport  and  fometimes  the  labour 
of  my  folitude  ;  and  I  ftart,  when  I 
think  with  how  little  anguifh  I  once  fup- 
pofed  the  death  of  my  father  and  my 
brother  s." 

«  Such, 
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"  Such,  fays  Imlac,  are  the  effe6ts 
of  vifionary  fchemes:  when*  we  firft 
form  them  we  know  them  to  be  abfurd, 
but  familiarife  them  by  degrees,  and  in 
time  lofe  fight  of  their  folly-" 


CHAP.     XLIV. 
They  difcourfe  with  an  old  man. 

THE  evening  was  now  far  paft, 
and  they  rofe  to  return  home. 
As  they  walked  along  the  bank  of  the 
Nile,  delighted  with  the  beams  of  the 
moon  quivering  on  the  water,  they  faw 
at  a  fmall  diftance  an  old  man,  whom 
the  prince  had  often  heard  in  the  altera- 
bly of  the  fagcs.  "  Yonder,  faid  he,  is 
one  whofe  years  have  calmed  his  paflions, 

but 
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but  not  clouded  his  reafon  :  let  us  clofe 
the  difquifitions  of  the  night,  by  enquir- 
ing what  are  his  fentiments  of  his  own 
ftate,  that  we  may  know  whether  youth 
alone  is  to  ftruggle  with  vexation,  and 
whether  any  better  hope  remains  for  the 
latter  part  of  life." 

Here  the  fage  approached  and  faluted 
them.  They  invited  him  to  join  their 
walk,  and  prattled  awhile  as  acquaintance 
that  had  unexpe&edly  met  one  another. 
The  old  man  was  chearful  and  talk- 
ative, and  the  way  feemed  Ihort  in  his 
company.  He  was  pleafed  to  find  him- 
felf  not  difregarded,  accompanied  them 
to  their  houfe,  and,  at  the  prince's  re- 
queft,  entered  with  them.  They  placed 
him  in  the  feat  of  honour,  and  fen  wine 
and  conferves  before  him. 

"  Sir, 
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"  Sir,  faid  the  princefs,  an  evening 
walk  muft  give  to  a  man  of  learning, 
like  you,  pleafures  which  ignorance  and 
youth  can  hardly  conceive.  You  know 
the  qualities  and  the  caufes  of  all  that 
you  behold,  the  laws  by  which  the  river 
flows,  the  periods  in  which  the  planets 
perform  their  revolutions.  Every  thing 
muft  fupply  you  with  contemplation, 
and  renew  the  confcioufnefs  of  your  own 
dignity." 

"  Lady,  anfwered  he,  let  the  gay  and 
the  vigorous  expedt  pleafure  in  their 
excurfions,  it  is  enough  that  age  can  ob- 
tain eafe.  To  me  the  world  has  loft  its 
novelty  :  I  look  round,  and  fee  what  I 
remember  to  have  feen  in  happier  days. 
I  reft  againft  a  tree,  and  confider,  that 
in  the  fame  fhade  I  once  difputed  upon 

the 
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the  annual  overflow  of  the  Nile  with  a 
friend  who  is  now  filent  in  the  grave.  I 
caft  my  eyes  upwards,  fix  them  on  the 
changing  moon,  and  think  with  pain  on 
the  viciflitudes  of  life.  I  have  ceafed  to 
take  much  delight  in  phyfical  truth  ;  for 
what  have  I  to  do  with  thofe  things 
which  I  am  foon  to  leave  ?  " 

"  You  may  at  lead  recreate  your- 
felf,  faid  Imlac,  with  the  recolledtion  of 
an  honourable  and  ufeful  life,  and  enjoy 
the  praife  which  all  agree  to  give  you." 

cc  Praife,  faid  the  fage,  with  a  figh, 
is  to  an  old  man  an  empty  found. 
I  have  neither  mother  to  be  delighted 
with  the  reputation  of  her  fon,  nor  wife 
to  partake  the  honours  of  her  hufband. 
1  have  outlived  my  friends  and  my  rivals. 

No- 
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Nothing  is  now  of  much  importance* 
for  I  cannot  extend  my  intereft  beyond 
myfelf.  Youth  is  delighted  with  applaufe, 
becaufe  it  is  confidered  as  the  earned  of 
fome  future  good,  and  becaufe  the  prof- 
pe£t  of  life  is  far  extended  :  but  to  me, 
who  am  now  declining  to  decrepitude, 
there  is  little  to  be  feared  from  the  male- 
volence of  men,  and  yet  lefs  to  be  hoped 
from  their  afteftion  or  efteem.  Some- 
thing they  may  yet  take  away,  but  they 
can  give  me  nothing.  Riches  would 
now  be  ufelefs,  and  high  employment 
would  be  pain.  My  retrofpedl  of  life 
recalls  to  my  view  many  opportunities 
of  good  negle£ted,  much  time  fquan- 
dered  upon  trifles,  and  more  loft  in  idle- 
nefs  and  vacancy.  I  leave  many  great 
defigns  unattempted,  and  many  great 
attempts  unfinifhed.     My   mind  is  bur- 

thened 
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thened  with  no  heavy  crime,  and  there- 
fore I  compofe  myfelf  to  tranquility ;  en- 
deavour to  abftradt  my  thoughts  from 
hopes  and  cares,  which,  though  reafon 
knows  them  to  be  vain,  ftill  try  to  keep 
their  old  poffeffion  of  the  heart ;  expeft, 
with  ferene  humility,  that  hour  which  na- 
ture cannot  long  delay ;  and  hope  to  poflefs 
in  a  better  ftate  that  happinefs  which  here 
I  could  not  find,  and  that  virtue  which 
here  I  have  not  attained/* 

He  rofe  and  went  away,  leaving  his 
audience  not  much  elated  with  the  hope 
of  long  life.  The  prince  confoled  him- 
felf  with  remarking,  that  it  was  not  rea- 
fonable  to  be  difappointed  by  this  ac- 
count -,  for  age  had  never  been  confider- 
ed  as  the  feafon  of  felicity,  and,  if  it  was 
poflible  to  be  eafy  in  decline  and  weak- 

nefs, 
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nefs,  it  was  likely  that  the  days  of  vi- 
gour and  alacrity  might  be  happy  •,  that 
the  noon  of  life  might  be  bright,  if  the 
evening  could  be  calm. 

The  princefsfufpe&ed  that  age  was  que- 
rulous and  malignant,  and  delighted  tore- 
prefs  the  expectations  of  thofe  who  had 
newly  entered  the  world.  She  had  feen  the 
pofleflbrs  of  eftates  look  with  envy  on 
their  heirs,  and  known  many  who  en- 
joy pleafure  no  longer  than  they  can  con- 
fine it  to  themfelves. 

Pekuah  conje£lured,  that  the  man 
was  older  than  he  appeared,  and  was 
willing  to  impute  his  complaints  to 
delirious  dejedtion ;  or  elfe  fuppofed  that 
he  had  been  unfortunate,  and  was  there- 
fore difcontented  :  "  For  nothing,  faid 
2  Ihe, 


A  &  I  S  S  I  N  I  A.  tig 

fhe,  is  more  common  than  to  call  our 
own  condition,  the  condition  of  life.5* 

Imlac,  who  had  no  defire  to  fee  them 
deprefled,  fmiled  at  the  comforts  which 
they  could  fo  readily  procure  to  them- 
felves,  and  remembered,  that  at  the  fame 
age,  he  was  equally  confident  of  un- 
mingled  prosperity,  and  equally  fertile  of 
confolatory  expedients.  He  forbore  to 
force  upon  them  unwelcome  knowledge, 
which  time  itfelf  would  too  foon  imprefs. 
The  princefs  and  her  lady  retired ;  the 
madnefs  of  the  aftronomer  hung  upon 
their  minds,  and  they  defired  Imlac  to 
fenter  upon  his  office,  and  delay  next 
morning  the  fifing  of  the  fun. 


Vol.  II.  K  CHAP. 
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CHAP.     XLV. 

The  princefs  aftd  Pekuah  vifit  the 
aftronomer. 

THE  princefs  and  Pekuah  having 
talked  in  private  of  Imlac's  aftro- 
nomer, thought  his  chara&er  at  once  fo 
amiable  and  fo  ftrange,  that  they  could 
not  be  fatisfied  without  a  nearer  know- 
ledge, and  Jmlac  was  requefted  to  find 
the  means  of  bringing  them  together. 

This  wis  fomewhat  difficult  \  the  phi- 
lofopher  had  never  received  any  vifits 
from  women,  though  he  lived  in  a  city 
that  had  in  it  many  Europeans  who  fol- 
lowed the  manners  of  their  own  coun- 
tries, 
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tries,  and  many  from  other  parts  of  the 
world  that  lived  there  with  European  li- 
berty. The  ladies  would  not  be  refufed, 
and  feveral  fchemes  were  propofed  for  the 
accomplifhment  of  their  defign.  It  was 
propofed  to  introduce  them  as  ftrangers 
in  diftrefs,  to  whom  the  fage  was  al- 
ways acceffible ;  but,  after  fome  delibe- 
ration, it  appeared,  that  by  this  artifice* 
no  acquaintance  could  be  formed,  for 
their  converfation  would  be  ihort,  and 
they  could  not  decently  importune  him 
often.  "  This,  faid  Rafielas,  is  true ; 
but  I  have  yet  a  ftronger  objeftion  a- 
gainft  the  mifreprefentation  of  your  ftate. 
I  have  always  confidered  it  as  treafon  a- 
gainft  the  great  republick  of  human  na- 
ture, to  make  any  man's  virtues  the 
means  of  deceiving  him,  whether  on 
great  Or  little  occafions.  All  impofture 
K  2  weakens 
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weakens  confidence  and  chills  benevo-v 
lencc.  When  the  fage  finds  that  you 
are  not  what  you  feemed,  he  will  feel  the 
refentment  natural  to  a  man  who,  con- 
icioiis  of  great  abilities,  difco vers  that  he 
has  been  tricked  by  underflandings  mean- 
er than  his  own,  and,  perhaps,  the  dif- 
trull,  which  he  can  never  afterwards 
wholly  lay  afide,  may  flop  the  voice  of 
counfel,  and  clofe  the  hand  of  charity  ; 
and  where  will  you  find  the  power  of  re- 
floring  his  benefa&ions  to  mankind,  or. 
his  peace  to  himfelf  ?  " 

To  this  no  reply  was  attempted,  and 
Imlac  began  to  hope  that  their  curiofity 
would  fubfide  •,  but,  next  day,  Pekuah 
told-  him,  fhe  had  now  found  an  ho- 
ned pretence  for  a  vifit  to  the  aftronomer, 
for  (he  would  foliate  permiffionto  conti- 
nued 
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ilue  under  him  the  ftudies  in  which  fhe 
had  been  initiated  by  the  Arab,  and  the 
princefs  might  go  with  hef  either  as  a  fel- 
k>w-ftudent,  or  becaufe  a  woman  could 
not  decently  come.alone.  "  I  am  afraid, 
laid  Imlac,  that  he  will  be  foon  weary  of 
your  company  :  men  advanced  far  in 
knowledge  do  not  love  to  repeat  the 
elements  of  their  art,  and  I  am  not  cer- 
tain, that  even  of  the  elements,  as  he 
will  deliver  them  connected  with  inferen- 
ces, and  mingled  with  refle&ions,  you 
are  a  very  capable  auditrefs."  "  That, 
faid  Pekuah,  mud  be  my  care  :  I  afk  of 
you  only  to  take  me  thither.  My  know- 
ledge is,  perhaps,  more  than  you  ima-* 
gine  it,  and  by  concurring  always  with 
his  opinions  I  fhall  make  him  think  it 
greater  than  it  is." 

K  3  The 
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The  aftronomer,  in  purfuance  of  this . 
refolution,  was  told,  that  a  foreign  lady, 
travelling  in  fearch  of  knowledge,  had 
heard  of  his  reputation,  and  was  defir- 
ous  to  become  his  fcholar.  The  uncom- 
monnefs  of  the  propofal  raifed  at  once 
his  furprife  and  curiofity,  and  when,  af- 
ter a  fhort  deliberation,  he  confented  to 
admit  her,  he  could  not  flay  without  im- 
patience till  the  next  day. 

The  ladies  drefled  themfelves  magni- 
ficently, and  were  attended  by  Imlac  to 
the  aftronomer,  who  was  pleafed  to  fee 
himfelf  approached  with  refpedl  by  per- 
fons  of  fo  fplendid  an  appearance.  In 
the  exchange  of  the  firft  civilities  he  was 
timorous  and  bafliful  •,  but,  when  the 
talk  became  regular,  he  recolle&ed  his 
powers,  andjuftified  the  character  which 

Irn- 
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Imlac  had  given.  Enquiring  of  Pekuah. 
what  could  have  turned  her  inclination 
towards  aftronomy,  he  received  from  her 
ahiftory  of  her  adventure  at  the  pyra- 
mid, and  of  the  time  pafied  in  the  A- 
rab's  ifland.  She  told  her  tale  with  eafe 
and  elegance,  and  her  converfation  took 
poffeffion  of  his  heart.  The  difcourfe 
was  then  turned  to  aftronomy  :  Pekuah 
difplayed  what  jfhe  knew :  he  looked  u- 
pon  her  as  a  prodigy  of  genius,  and  in- 
treated  her  not  to  defift  from  a  ftqdy 
which  fhe  had  fo  happily  begun. 

They  came  again  and  again,  and  were 
every  time  more  welcome  than  before. 
The  fage  endeavoured  to  amufe  them, 
that  they  might  prolong  their  vifits,  for 
he  found  his  thoughts  grow  brighter  ia 
their  company ;  the  clouds  of  folicitude 
&  4  V3- 
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vanifhed  by  degrees,  as  he  forced  himfelf 
to  entertain  them,  and  he  grieved  when 
he  was  left  at  their  departure  to  his  old 
employment  of  regulating  the  feafons. 

The  princefs  and  her  favourite  had 
now  watched  his  lips  for  feveral  months, 
and  could  not  catch  a  fingle  word  from 
which  they  could  judge  whether  he  con- 
tinued, or  not,  in  the  opinion  of  his 
preternatural  commiffion.  They  often 
contrived  to  bring  him  to  an  open 
declaration,  but  he  eafily  eluded  all  their 
attacks,  and  on  which  fHe  foever  they 
prefied  him  efcaped  from  them  to  fome 
other  topick. 

As  their  familiarity  increafed  they  in- 
vited him  often  to  the  houfe  of  Imlac, 
where  they  diftinguifhed  him  by  extra- 
ordinary 
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ordinary  refpeft.  He  began  gradually 
to  delight  in  fublunary  pleafures.  He 
came  early  and  departed  late-,  la- 
boured to  recommend  himfelf  by  afli- 
duity  and  compliance  \  excited  their  cu- 
riofity  after  new  arts,  that  they  might 
ftill  want  his  affiftance  •,  and  when  they 
made  any  excurfion  of  pleafure  or  en- 
quiry, entreated  to  attend  them. 

By  long  experience  of  his  integrity  and 
wifdom,  the,  prince  and  his  fifter  were 
convinced  that  he  might  be  trufted  with- 
out danger  \  and,  left  he  fhould  draw 
any  falfe  hopes  from  the  civilities  which 
he  received,  difcovered  to  him  their  con- 
dition, with  the  motives  of  their  jour- 
ney, and  required  his  opinion  on  the 
choice  of  life. 

"Of 
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"  Of  the  various  conditions  which  the 
world  fpreads  before  you,  which  you 
fhall  prefer,  faid  the  fage,  I  am  not  able 
to  inftrud:  you.  I  can  only  tell  that  I 
have  chofen  wrong.  I  have  paffed  my 
time  in  ftudy  without  experience  ^  in  the 
attainment  of  fciences  which  can,  for  the 
mod  part,  be  but  remotely  ufeful  to 
mankind.  I  have  purchafed  knowledge 
at  the  expence  of  all  the  common  com- 
forts of  life  :  I  have  miffed  the  endear- 
ing elegance  of  female  fricndfhip,  and 
the  happy  commerce  of  domeftick  ten- 
dernefs.  If  I  have  obtained  any  prero- 
gatives above  other  ftudents,  they  have 
been  accompanied  with  fear,  diiquiet, 
and  fcrupulofity  ;  but  even  of  thefe  pre- 
rogatives, whatever  they  were,  I  have, 
lince  my  thoughts  have  been  diverfified 
by  more  intercourfe  with  the  world,  be- 


gun 
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gun  to  queftion  the  reality.  When  I 
have  been  for  a  few  days  loft  in  pleafing 
diflipation,  I  am  always  tempted  to  think 
that  my  enquiries  have  ended  in  errour, 
and  that  I  have  fufFered  much,  and  fuf- 
fered  it  in  vain." 

Imlac  was  delighted  to  find  that  the 
fage's  underftanding  was  breaking 
through  its  mifts,  and  refolved  to  detain 
fym  from  the  planets  till  he  fhould  for- 
get his  tafk  of  ruling  them,  and  reafon 
Ihould  recover  its  original  influence. 

From  this  time  the  aftronomer  was  re- 
ceived into  familiar  friendfliip,  and  par- 
took of  all  their  projects  and  pleafures : 
his  refpeft  kept  him  attentive,  and  the 
a&ivity  of  Raffelas  did  not  leave  much 
time  unengaged.  Something  was  al- 
ways 
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ways  to  be  done  •,  the  day  was  fpent  in 
making  obfervations  which  furnifhed 
talk  for  the  evening,  and  the  evening 
was  clofed  with  a  fcheme  for  the  mor- 
row. 

The  fage  confefled  to  Imlac,  that  fince 
he  had  mingled  in  the  gay  tumults  of 
life,  and  divided  his  hours  by  a  fuccef- 
fion  of  amufements,  he  found  the  con- 
viction of  his  authority  over  the  fides 
fade  gradually  from  his  mind,  and  be- 
gan to  truft  lefs  to  an  opinion  which  he 
never  could  prove  to  others,  and  which 
he  now  found  fubjedt  to  variation  from 
caufes  in  which  reafon  had  no  part.  ci  If 
Tarn  accidentally  left  alone  for  a  few' 
hours,  faid  he,  my  inveterate  perfuafion 
rulhes  upon  my  foul,  and  my  thoughts 
are  chained  down   by  fome  irrefiftible 

vio- 
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Violence,  but  they  are  foon  difentangled 
by  the  prince's  converfation,  and  inftan- 
taneoufly  releafed  at  the  entrance  of  Pe- 
kuah.  I  am  like  a  man  habitually  afraid 
of  fpe£tres,  who  is  fet  at  eafe  by  a  lamp, 
and  wonders  at  the  dread  which  harrafled 
him  in  the  dark,  yet,  if  his  lamp  be  ex- 
tinguifhed,  feels  again  the  terrours  which* 
he  knows  that  when  it  is  light  he  fhall 
feel  no  more.  But  I  am  fometimes 
afraid  left  I  indulge  my  quiet  by  criminal . 
negligence,  and  voluntarily  forget  the- 
great  charge  with  which  I  am  intrufted* 
If  I  favour  myfelf  in  a  known  errour,. 
or  am  determined  by  my  own  eafe  in  a, 
doubtful  queftion  of  this  importance, 
how  dreadful  is  my  crime  !  " 

"  No  difeafe  of  the  imagination,  an- 
fwered.  Imlac,  is  fo  difficult  of  cure,  as 

that 
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that  which  is  complicated  with  the  dfeai 
of  guilt :  fancy  and  confcience  then  a6fc 
interchangeably  upon  us,  and  fo  often 
fhift  their  places,  that  the  illufions  of 
one  are  not  diftinguifhed  from  the  dic- 
tates of  the  other.  If  fancy  prefents 
images  not  moral  or  religious,  the  mind 
drives  them  away  when  they  give  it  pain, 
but  when  melancholick  notions  take  the 
form  of  duty,  they  lay  hold  on  the  fa- 
culties without  oppofition,  becaufe  we 
are  afraid  to  exclude  or  banilh  them. 
For  this  reafon  the  fuperftitious  are  often 
melancholy,  and  the  melancholy  almoft 
always  fuperftitious. 

"  But  do  not  let  the  fuggeftions  of 
timidity  overpower  your  better  reafon  : 
the  danger  of  negleft  can  be  but  as  the 
probability    of  the  obligation,    which, 

when 
3 
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when  you  confider  it  with  freedom,  you 
find  very  little,  and  that  little  growing 
every  day  lefs.  Open  your  heart  to  the 
influence  of  the  light,  which,  from  time 
to  time,  breaks  in  upon  you  :  when  fcru- 
ples  importune  you,  which  you  in  your 
lucid  moments  know  to  be  vain,  da 
not  ftand  to  parley,  but  fly  to  bufineft 
or  to  Pekuah,  and  keep  this  thought 
always  prevalent,  that  you  are  only  one 
atom  of  the  mafs  of  humanity,  and 
have  neither  fuch  virtue  nor  vice,  as  that 
you  fhould  be  fingled  out  for  fupernatu- 
jral  favours  or  affli&ions," 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.    XLVI. 

The  prince  enters  and  brings  a  new 
topick. 

LL  this,  faid  the  aftronomer,  I 
have  often  thought,  but  my 
reafon  has  been  fo  long  fubjugated  by* 
an  uncontrolable  and  overwhelming  idea, 
that  it  durft  not  confide  in  its  own  deci- 
fions.  I  now  fee  how  fatally  I  betrayed 
my  quiet,  by  fuffering  chimeras  to  prey* 
upon  me  in  fecret ;  but  melancholy 
fhrinks  from  communication,  and  I  never 
found  a  man  before,  to  whom  I  could 
impart  my  troubles,  though  I  had  been 
certain  of  relief.  I  rejoice  to  find  my 
own  fentiments  confirmed  by  yours, 
*  who 
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who  are  not  eafily  deceived,  and  can  have 
no  motive  or  purpofe  to  deceive.  I  hope 
that  time  and  variety  will  diflipate  the 
gloom  that  has  fo  long  furrounded  me, 
and  the  latter  part  of  my  days  will  be 
fpent  in  peace." 

"  Your  learning  and  virtue,  faid  Im- 
lac,  may  juftly  give  you  hopes." 

Raflelas  then  entered  with  the  princefs 
and  Pekuah,  and  enquired  whether  they 
had  contrived  any  new  diverfion  for  the 
next  day.  "  Such,  faid  Nekayah,  is 
the  ftate  of  life,  that  none  are  happy 
but  by  the  anticipation  of  change  :  the 
change  itfelf  is  nothing  ;  when  we  have 
made  it,  the  next  wifh  is  to  change 
again.     The  world  is  not  yet  exhaufted  j 

Vol.  II.  L  let 
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let  me  fee  fomething  to  morrow  which 
I  never  faw  before/* 


48  Variety,  faid  RafFelas,  is  fo  necef- 
fary  to  content,  that  even  the  happy  valr 
ley  difgufted  me  by  the  recurrence  of  its 
luxuries ;  yet  I  could  not  forbear  to 
reproach  my felf  with  impatience,  when  1 
faw  the  monks  of  St.  Anthony  fupport 
without  complaint,  a  life,  not  of  uni- 
form delight,  but  uniform  hardihip." 


44  Thofe  men,  anfwered  Imlac,  are 
lefs  wretched  in  their  filent  convent  than 
the  Abiffinian  princes  in  their  prifon  of 
pleafure.  Whatever  is  done  by  the 
monks  is  incited  by  an  adequate  and  rea- 
fonable  motive.  Their  labour  fupplies 
them  with  neceflaries ;  it  therefore  can- 
not be  omitted,  and  is  certainly  rewarded. 

Their 
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Their  devotion  prepares  them  for  ano- 
ther date,  and  reminds  them  of  its  ap- 
proach, while  it  fits  them  for  it.  Their 
time  is  regularly  diftributed  •,  one  duty 
fucceeds  another,  fo  that  they  are  not  left 
open  to  the  diftra&ion  of  unguided  choice, 
nor  loft  in  the  fhades  of  liftlefs  ina&ivi- 
ty.  There  is  a  certain  tafk  to  be  per- 
formed at  an  appropriated  hour;  and 
their  toils  are  cheerful,  becaufe  they 
confider  them  as  ads  of  piety,  by  which 
they  are  always  advancing  towards  end- 
lefs  felicity/' 

"  Do  you  think,  faid  Nekayah,  that 
the  monaftick  rule  is  a  more  holy  and 
lefs  imperfedt  ftate  than  any  other  ? 
May  not  he  equally  hope  for  future  hap- 
pinefs  who  converfes  openly  with  man- 
kind, who  fuccours  the  diftrefled  by  his 
L  2  cha- 
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charity,  inftru&s  the  ignorant  by  his 
learning,  and  contributes  by  his  induftry 
to  the  general  fyftem  of  life;  even  though 
he  fhould  omit  fome  of  the  mortifications 
which  arepradtifed  in  the  cloifter,  and  al- 
low himfelf  fuch  harmlefs  delights  as  his 
condition  may  place  within  his  reach  ? " 

"  This,  faid  Imlac,  is  a  queftion  which 
has  long  divided  the  wife,  and  perplexed 
the  good.     I  am  afraid  to  decide  on  ei- 
ther part.     He   that  lives  well  in   the 
world  is  better  than  he  that  lives   well 
in  a  monaftery.     But,  perhaps,  every  one 
is  not  able  to  ftem  the  temptations  of  pu- 
blick  life ;    and,   if  he  cannot  conquer, 
he  may  properly  retreat.    Some  have  little 
power  to  do  good,  and  have  likewife  little 
ftrength  to  refift  evil.     Many  are  weary 
of  their  conflidls  with  adverfity,  and  are 
5  wil- 


A  B  I  S  S  I  N  I  A.  149 

willing  to  ejedt  thofe  paffions  which 
have  long  bufied  them  in  vain.  And 
many  are  difmifled  by  age  and  difeafes 
from  the  more  laborious  duties  of  fociety. 
In  monafteries  the  weak  and  timorous 
*may  be  happily  fheltered,  the  weary 
may  repofe,  and  the  penitent  may  me- 
ditate. Thofe  retreats  of  prayer  and 
contemplation  have  fomething  fo  conge- 
nial to  the  mind  of  man,  that,  perhaps, 
there  is  fcarcely  one  that  does  not  pur- 
pofe  to  clofe  his  life  in  pious  abftra&ion 
with  a  few  aflbciates  ferious  as  himfelf." 

"  Such,  faid  Pekuah,  has  often  been 
my  wilh,  and  I  have  heard  the  princefs 
declare,  that  fhe  fhould  not  willingly  die 
in  a  croud." 

L  3  "  The 
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"  The  liberty  of  ufing  harmlefs  plea- 
fures,  proceeded  Imlac,  will  not  be  dif- 
puted  ;  but  it  is  ftill  to  be  examined  what 
pleafures  are  harmlefs.  The  evil  of  any 
pleafure  that  Nekayah  can  image  is  not 
in  the  a£t  itfelf,  but  in  its  confequences. 
Pleafure,  in  itfelf  harmlefs,  may  become 
mifchievous,  by  endearing  to  us  a  ftate 
which  we  know  to  be  tranfient  and  pro- 
batory, and  withdrawing  our  thoughts 
from  that,  of  which  every  hour  brings 
us  nearer  to  the  beginning,  and  of  which 
no  length  of  time  will  bring  us  to  the  end. 
Mortification  is  not  virtuous  in  itfelf,  nor 
has  any  other  ufe,  but  that  it  difengages 
us  from  the  allurements  of  fenfe.  In 
the  ftate  of  future  perfe&ion,  to  which 
we  all  afpire,  there  will  be  pleafure  with- 
out danger,  and  fecurity  without  re- 
ftraint." 

The 
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The  princefs  was  filent,  and  RaflHas, 
turning  to  the  aftronomer,  afked  him, 
whether  he  could  not  delay  her  retreat,  by 
fhewing  her  fomething  which  fhe  had  not 
feen  before. 

"  Your  curiofity,  faid  the  fage,  has 
been  fo  general,  and  your  purfuit  of 
knowledge  fo  vigorous,  that  novelties 
are  not  now  very  eafdy  to  be  found  :  but 
what  you  can  no  longer  procure  from 
the  living  may  be  given  by  the  dead. 
Among  the  wonders  of  this  country  are 
the  catacombs,  or  the  ancient  repofito- 
ries,  in  which  the  bodies  of  the  earlieft 
generations  were  lodged,  and  where,  by 
the  virtue  of  the  gums  which  embalmed 
them,  they  yet  remain  without  corrup- 
tion." 

L4  "I 
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"  I  know  not,  faid  Raffelas,  what 
pleafure  the  fight  of  the  catacombs  can 
afford  ;  but,  fince  nothing  elfe  is  offered, 
I  am  refolved  to  view  them,  and  fhall 
place  this  with  many  other  things  which 
I  have  done,  becaufe  I  would  do  fome- 
thing." 

They  hired  a  guard  of  horfemen,  and 
the  next  day  vifited  the  catacombs.  When 
they  were  about  to  defcend  into  the  fe- 
pnlchral  caves,  "  Pekuah,  faid  the  prin- 
cefs,  we  are  now  again  invading  the  ha- 
bitations of  the  dead  •>  I  know  that  you 
will  flay  behind  -,  let  me  find  you  fafe 
when  I  return."  "  No,  I  will  not  be  left, 
anfwered  Pekuah ;  I  will  go  down  be- 
tween you  and  the  prince.5* 

They 
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They  then  all  defcended,  and  roved 
with  wonder  through  the  labyrinth  of 
Subterraneous  paffages,  where  the  bodies 
were  laid  in  rows  on  either  fide. 


CHAP.     XLVIL 

Imlac  difcourfes  on  the  nature  of 
the  foul. 

*C  \X7^  ^  AT  reafon,  faid  the  prince, 
V  V  can  be  given,  why  the  Egyp- 
tians fhould  thus  expenfively  preferve 
thofe  carcaffes  which  fome  nations  con- 
fume  with  fire,  others  lay  to  mingle  with 
the  earth,  and  all  agree  to  remove  from 
their  fight,  as  foon  as  decent  rites  can  be 
performed  ? " 

"The 
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tc  The  original  of  ancient  cuftoms, 
faid  Imlac,  is  commonly  unknown  •,  for 
the  pra&ice  often  continues  when  the 
caufe  has  ceafcd  \  and  concerning  fu- 
perftitious  ceremonies  it  is  vain  to  conjec- 
ture; for  what  reafon  did  not  dictate 
reafon  cannot  explain.  I  have  long  be- 
lieved that  the  pradtice  of  embalming 
arofe  only  from  tendernefs  to  the  remains 
of  relations  or  friends,  and  to  this  opinion 
I  am  more  inclined,  becaufe  it  feems 
impoffible  that  this  care  fliould  have 
been  general :  had  all  the  dead  been  em- 
balmed, their  repofitories  mud  in  time 
have  been  more  fpacious  than  the  dwel- 
lings of  the  living.  I  fuppofe  only  the 
rich  or  honourable  were  fecured  from 
corruption,  and  the  reft  left  to  the  courfc 
of  nature. 

"  But 
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<c  But  it  is  commonly  fuppofed  that  the 
Egyptians  believed  the  foul  to  live  as  long 
as  the  body  continued  undiflblved,  and 
therefore  tried  this  method  of  eluding 
death." 

"  Could  the  wife  Egyptians,  faid  Ne- 
kayah,  think  fo  grofly  of  the  foul  ?  If 
the  foul  could  once  furvive  its  feparation, 
what  could  it  afterwards  receive  or  fufter 
from  the  body  ? 

"  The  Egyptians  would  doubtlefs 
think  erroneously,  faid  the  aftronomer, 
in  the  darknefs  of  heathenifm,  and  the  firft 
dawn  of  philofophy.  The  nature  of  tha 
foul  is  fiili  difputed  amidfl:  all  our  op- 
portunities of  clearer  knowledge  :  fome 
yet  fay,  that  it  may  be  material,  who,  ne- 
verthelefs,  believe  it  to  be  immortal." 

sC  Some, 
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"  Some,  anfwered  Imlac,  have  indeed 
faid  that  the  foul  is  material,  but  I  can 
fcarcely  believe  that  any  man  has  thought 
it,  who  knew  how  to  think  ;  for  all  the 
conclufions  of  reafon  enforce  the  imma- 
teriality of  the  mind,  and  all  the  notices  of 
fenfe  and  inveftigations  of  fcience  con- 
cur to  prove  the  unconfcioufnefs  of  mat- 
ter. 

"  It  was  never  fuppofed  that  cogita- 
tion is  inherent  in  matter,  or  that  every 
particle  is  a  thinking  being.  Yet,  if 
any  part  of  matter  be  devoid  of  thought, 
what  part  can  we  fuppofe  to  think  ?  Mat- 
ter can  differ  from  matter  only  in  form, 
denfity,  bulk,  motion,  and  direction  of 
motion:  to  which  of  theie,  however 
varied  or  combined,  can  confeioufnefs  be 
annexed  ?     To  be  round  or  fquare,  to 

be 
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be  (olid  or  fluid,  to  be  great  or  little,  to 
be  moved  flowly  or  fwiftly  one  way  or 
another,  are  modes  of  material  exiftence, 
all  equally  alien  from  the  nature  of  cogi- 
tation. If  matter  be  once  without 
thought,  it  can  only  be  made  to  think 
by  fome  new  modification,  but  all  the 
modifications  which  it  can  admit  are 
equally  unconneded  with  cogitative 
powers." 

"  But  the  materialifts,  faid  the  aftro- 
nomer,  urge  that  matter  may  have  qua- 
lities with  which  we  are  unacquainted.?' 

"  Hewho  will  determine,  returnedlm- 
lac,  againft  that  which  he  knows,  becaufe 
there  may  be  fomething  which  he  knows 
not;  he  that  can  fet  hypothetical  poffibi- 
lity  againft  acknowledged  certainty,  is  not 

to 
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to  be  admitted  among  reafonable  beings. 
All  that  we  know  of  matter  is,  that  mat- 
ter is  inert,  fenfelefs  and  lifelefs;  and  if  this 
convidticn  cannot  be  oppofed  but  by  re- 
ferring us  to  fomething  that  we  know 
not,  we  have  all  the  evidence  that  hu- 
man intelleft  can  admit.  If  that  which 
is  known  may  be  over  ruled  by  that  which 
is  unknown,  no  being,  not  omnifcient, 
can  arrive  at  certainty." 

<6  Yet  let  us  not,  faid  the  aftronomer, 
too  arrogantly  limit  the  Creator's  power." 

"  It  is  no  limitation  of  omnipotence, 
replied  the  poet,  to  fuppofe  that  one 
thing  is  not  confident  with  another, 
that  the  fame  propofition  cannot  be  at 
once  true  and  falfe,  that  the  fame  num- 
ber cannot  be  even  and  odd,  that  cogi- 
tation 


ABISSINI  A.  159 

tation  cannot  be  conferred  on  that  which 
is  created  incapable  of  cogitation. " 

"  I  know  not,  faidNekayah,  any  great 
ufe  of  this  queftion.  Does  that  immate- 
riality, which,  in  my  opinion,  you  have 
fufficiently  proved,  neceffarily  include 
eternal  duration  ? " 

4C  Of  immateriality,  faid  Imlac,  our 
ideas  are  negative,  and  therefore  obfcure. 
Immateriality  feems  to  imply  a  natural 
power  of  perpetual  duration  as  aconfe- 
quence  of  exemption  from  all  caufes  of 
decay :  whatever  perilhes,  is  deftroyed  by 
the  folution  of  its  contexture,  and  repa- 
ration of  its  parts  ;  nor  can  we  conceive 
how  that  which  has  no  parts,  and  there- 
fore admits  no  folution,  can  be  natural- 
ly corrupted  or  impaired." 

"I 
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"  I  know  not,  faid  Raffelas,  how  to 
conceive  any  thing  without  extenfion: 
what  is  extended  mud  have  parts,  and 
you  allow,  that  whatever  has  parts  may 
be  deftroyed." 

"  Confider  your  own  conceptions,  re- 
plied Imlac,  and   the  difficulty  will  be 
lefs.     You  will  find   fubftance  without 
extenfion.     An  ideal  form  is  no  lefs  real 
than  material  bulk :  yet  an  ideal  form 
has  no  extenfion.     It  is  no  lefs  certain, 
when  you  think  on  a  pyramid,  that  your 
mind  poffcffes  the  idea  of  a  pyramid,  than 
that  the  pyramid  itfelf  is  ftanding.    What 
fpace  does  the  idea  of  a  pyramid  occupy 
more  than  the  idea  of  a  grain  of  corn  ? 
or  how  can  either  idea  fuffer  laceration  ? 
As  is  the  effeft  fuch  is  the  caufe  *  as 

thought 
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thoujght  is,  fuch  is  the  power  that  thinks  5 
a  power  impaffive  and  indifcerpible." 

u  But  the  Being,  faidNekayah,  whom 
I  fear  to  name,  the  Being  which  made 
the  foul,  can  deftroy  it." 

<c  He,  furely,  can  deftroy  it,  anfwer- 
ed  Imlac,  fince,  however  unperifhable  in 
itfelf,  it  receives  from  a  higher  nature  its 
power  of  duration.  That  it  will  not  perifh 
by  any  inherent  caufe  or  principle  of  cor- 
ruption, may  be  colle&ed  from  philofo- 
phy  •,  but  philofophy  can  tell  no  more. 
That  it  will  not  be  annihilated  by  him 
that  made  it,  we  mud  humbly  learn 
from  higher  authority." 

The  whole  affembly  flood  a  while  fi- 
lent  and  collected.  "  Let  us  return,  faid 
Raflelas,  from  this  fcene  of  mortality. 

Vol.  II.  M  How 
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How  gloomy  would  be  thefe  manfions 
of  the,  dead  to  him  who  did  not  know 
that  he  (hall  never  die;  that  what  now 
acts  (hall  continue  its  agency,  and  what 
now  thinks  fliall  think  on  for  ever.  Thofe 
that  lie  here  ftretched  before  us,  the  wife 
and  the  powerful  of  antient  times,  warn 
us  to  remember  the  fliortneis  of  our 
prefentftate:  they  were,  perhaps,  fnatch- 
cd  away  while  they  were  bufy,  like  us, 
in  the  choice  of  life." 

<4  To  me,  faid  the  princefs,  the  choice 
of  life  is  become  lefs  important  •,  I  hope 
hereafter  to  think  only  on  the  choice  of 
eternity.5' 

They  then  haftened  out  of  the  caverns, 
and,  under  the  prote&ion  of  their  guard, 

returned  to  Cairo. 

CH  AP, 
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CHAP.     XLVI1I. 

The  conclufion,  ill  which  nothing 
is  concluded* 

IT  was  now  the  time  of  the  inunda- 
tion of  the  Nile:  a  few  days  after 
their  vifit  to  the  catacombs,  the  river 
began  to  rife. 

They  were  confined  to  their  houfe. 
The  whole  region  being-  under  water  gave 
them  no  invitation  to  any  excurfions, 
and,  being  well  fupplied  with  materials 
for  talk,  they  diverted  themfclves  writh 
comparisons  of  the  different  forms  of 
life  which  they  had  obferved,  and  with 
various  fclumes  of  happinefs  which  each 
of  them  had  formed. 

M  2  Pe- 
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Pekuah  was  never  fo  much  charmed 
with  anyplace  as  the  convent  of  St.  An- 
thony, where  the  Arab  reftorcd  her  to, 
the  princefs,  and  wifhed  only  to  fill  it 
with  pious  maidens,  and  to  be  made 
priorefs  of  the  order:  fhe  was  weary 
of  expectation  and  difguft,  and ,  would 
gladly  be  fixed  in  fome  unvariable  ftate* 

The  princeis  thought,  that  of  all  fu- 
blunary  things,  knowledge  was  the  belt: 
She  defired  firft  to  learn  all  fciences,  and 
then  purpofed  to  found  a  college  of. 
learned  women,  in  which  Ihe  would  pre- 
fide,  that,  by  converfing  with  the  old, 
and  educating  the  young,  fhe  might  di- 
vide her  time  between  thq  acquifition> 
and  communication  of  wifdom,  and  raife 
up  for  the  next  age  models  of  pru- 
dence, and  patterns  of  piety. 

The 
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The  prince  defired  a  little  kingdom, 
in  which  he  might  adminifter  juftice  in 
his  own  perfon,  and  fee  all  the  parts  of 
government  with  his  own  eyes ;  but  he 
could  never  fix  the  limits  qf  his  domi- 
nion, and  was  always  adding  to  the  num- 
ber of  his  fubjedts. 

Imlac  and  the  aftronomer  were  con* 
tented  to  be  driven  along  the  ftream  of 
life  without  directing  their  courfe  to  any 
particular  port. 

Of  thefe  wifhes  that  they  had  formed 
they  well  knew  that  none  could  be  ob- 
tained. They  deliberated  a  while  what 
was  to  be  done,  and  refolved,  when  the 
inundation  fliould  ceafe,  to  return  to  A- 
biflinia. 

FINIS. 


